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KRE'FACE. 



The following Reminiscences have been compiled 
in compliance with the desire of many to have a 
permanent record of the[]^life and ministry of one 
whose memory is still cherished by all who knew 
him, and specially by those among whom he la- 
boured. The lapse of eight years since Mr. Laird's 
death has made the author's work one of peculiar 
difficulty, and he has therefore to crave the indul- 
gence of his readers. Had the Sketch been pre- 
pared at an earlier period, it would have been 
much more full and complete. Such as it is, it 
is now offered to the public, in the hope that, 
while it may be found to be a true portrait of the 
departed, it may be also blessed of God to the 
souls of all who peruse it. 

Mr. Laird left behind him a great mass of manu- 
script Lectures and Sermons, but as none of these 
were written with a view to i^\i\i^i'5L%.\KsyDL^ «siSs^ "^^ 
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of tht^in wori^ composed amid the bustle of the 
imuHaxiiiH avocations in wliich he was engaged, it 
liart not been dccnKHl advisable to publish more of 
{\\vm than will bo found in the second part of this 
\\v\M' Mt'iuorial. 

'I'ho a\ithor tukos this opportunity of expressing 
\\\H tlumkn to tlio Rev. John Logan of Leslie, and 
nuunMH)UB other friends who have kindly furnished 
hhu with inntorials for the preparation of this 
littli^ work. 

AvtiiTKiiMiU'iiTY, Deceniber 1860. 
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CHAPTER L 

BIRTHPLACE AND EARLY DAYS. 

" My boast is not that I deduce my birth 

From loins enthroned and rulers of the earth ; 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise — 
The son of parents passed into the skies." 

In the county of Kinross, commanding a fine view 
of LocUeven, and bounded by the Bishop's Hill 
on the north and Benartie on the south, lies the 
picturesque parish of Portmoak. Here the cele- 
brated Ebenezer Erskine, one of the fathers of the 
memorable Secession in 1733, prosecuted the work 
of the ministry for a period of nearly thirty years. 
"A great body of the serious people had abandoned 
the Established Church at the time the first Seces- 
sion took place, leaving a diminished flock to his 
successors, some of whom were of a character more 
fitted to scatter than to bring wanderers back to 
the ancient fold."* The great Head of the Church, 
however, had better things in store for the place 

• Dr. Sieveright's Funeral Sermon on Death ol Iit,"W>x5s.- 
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where the gospel had once been so faithfully and 
earnestly proclaimed. The beginning of the present 
century found a young man in the pulpit of the 
old church, from which Erskine had declared 
the whole counsel of God, who, for twenty-eight 
years, kei)t up a faithful testimony for Christ, 
amid the surrounding deadness which the wither- 
ing blight of moderatism had brought on many a 
district in Scotland, Dr. Hugu Laird "com- 
menced his public ministry in 1801, and was in- 
ducted into the parish of Portmoak the following 
y(jar. His ministry extended over a space of well 
nigh half-a-century. His settlement hero was not 
forced or intrusive, for he was, from first to last, 
an unflinching assertor of the Christian people's 
right of call, and never failed to protest against 
every instance (and too many in those days oc- 
curred), of that right being overborne by an arbi- 
trary and unscriptural jmtronage, wliich he regGirded 
as invading the kingdom of Christ, and divesting 
him, a8 far as they could, of his kingly prerogatives 
and claims to supremacy and rule over his own 
house.'** Long did this venerable minister labour 
in the vineyard, "intent on every branch of minis- 
terial duty, appearing to his fellow-servants a model 
of diligence, punctuality, and painful attention to 

• T>r. Sleverl^ht. 
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every parochial engagement." Not only was he 
characterised by untiring eflPorts for the good of the 
souls of his people, but he was also eminently ser- 
viceable to the bodies of many suffering ones by 
the good medical advice he rendered. His repu- 
tation, in this latter respect, was wide-spread, and 
there being fewer good medical practitioners in the 
« countrjr side" then than now, many a visit was 
paid to his manse by parties from surrounding 
parishes, some of whom retain to tliis day, as valu- 
able treasures, the recipes they received from him. 
" The unbroken continuity of his labours was re- 
markable, if respect be had to his bodily frame — 
for to keep it in a workable state, the utmost at- 
tention to regimen was required. His constitu- 
tioAal stamina, indeed, were so slender, that four- 
score years after it happened, he stated to his 
family that that day was the anniversary of his 
being laid out preparatory to the last rites, on the 
supposition that the feeble spark had gone out, and 
this native delicacy of constitution cleaved to huu 
through life, and imposed painfiil accompaniments 
on his labours, though incapable of arresting or 
even limiting them." " He reckoned the ministry 
a work that called for the most strenuous exertion. 
He ministered in a place where few highly culti- 
vated or fastidious hearers were likely to be his 
auditors ; and in similar rural congregations the.^^ 
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is some tomptation to do the work slightly, bat he 
was fastidious for himself, and had respect^ not 
merely to men's judgment, hut to the Lord's, to 
whom he offered not what cost him little. He wae 
a stranger to flights of imaginative eloquence, 
which carry away in trans])orts of admiration, 
without infonning the judgment and without lodg- 
ing conviction of sin or duty in the heart His 
stylo was calm, clear, and truly rational — assigning 
to doctrine and moral duty their a])propriate places ; 
hut though unimpassiuned and deliberate, liis for- 
cible statements of tmth have been known to move 
his hearers in a remarka})le degree." * 

Dr. Laird, who was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth IHockhall, was honoured to be the father 
of fifteen children, whose education he himself 
conducted. It was an inti^resting sight which the 
manse ])ew exhibited on Sabbuth morning, when 
the mother with her numerous family was soon in 
the house of God, listening to the words of eternal 
life from the lips of their revered parent. A happy 
family circle the manse of Portmoak ])resonted, 
and though at times their hearts weit) called to 
mourn under the bereaving strokes of a heavenly 
Father^s rod, in the removal of several members, 
yet they wept not as those who have no hope, for 

* Dr. Sieverigbt 



BIRTHPLAOB AND EABLT DAYS. O 

they had the sweet assurance that those whose re- 
mains they buried in the churchyard beside the 
manse were "not lost, but gone before." 

Dr. Laird was spared to take his share in the 
Disruption movement^ and to labour in Portmoak 
for several years as minister of the Free Church 
there. He died in 1849, and we are informed by 
Dr. Sieveright — ^from whom we have already 
quoted — ^that "when he found the time of his 
departure drawing near, he called his whole family 
around him, and addressing each in particular, 
warned, counselled, and exhorted them with a 
solemnity and impression which only a death-bed 
can impart, and with a wisdom gathered from more 
than a fourscore years* experience of human life.** 

It was in such a home that Henry Moncrieff Laird 
was bom, 25th October 1816. He was named after 
Sir Henry Moncrieff to whom his father had been 
an assistant in the West Church of Edinburgh at 
the commencement of his ministerial career. Of 
his boyhood we have few records, save that by his 
amiability he endeared himself not only to the mem- 
bers of his own family circle, but to all who were 
acquainted with him. He seems early to have 
become the subject of saving impressions, though 
the peculiar instrumentality by which these were 
produced may now be unknown. Having received 
his elementary education under hia tia.tViSif^^s»'2^> 

a2 
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n'iicii tbe minister ink-rposed, and 
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ilccciiUy interred. 
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ho enrolled at length as an alumnus in the Edin- 
burgh University, with a view to prosecuting his 
studies for the work of the holy ministry. Of his 
College course we have but few memorials. " 1 
have still a savoury recollection," writes one nearly 
related to him, '' of his full and earnest prayers 
in conducting family worship in our lodgings, when 
but a youth at college. His heart, even at that 
early period, was in every movement which he 
thought had for its object the good of the Church 
and the progress of vital godliness.'* Not only 
was he a diligent and successful student at his 
different classes, but his spare hours were devoted 
to the work of visiting among the poor, and teach- 
ing occasionally in a Sabbath-school — good train- 
ing for his future labours. 

The following incident occurred to him at this 
period in the course of his visitations. Long-contin- 
ued affliction had reduced a family recently arrived 
from the country to the extremest poverty, so that^ 
when after the father^s death the mother also sub- 
cumbed to disease, there were no funds wherewith 
to bury her. A city minister, well-known for his 
interest in the suffering and deserving poor, procured 
a coffin, and, meeting the student, took him to the 
funeral There were none at the grave to lowei^ 
tha body but the minister and his young friend. 
^^liegrarediggetwBB about tothiovrtVie <2oS^tmOlkV^ 
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into the tomb, when thfe minister interposed, and 
taking the head, while the student was at the foot, 
the remains were decently interred. 

One who knew him well records how deep an 
interest he took, at this period of his life, in the 
spiritual weHale of all around him, and how he 
sought in his conversation in the house, and by the 
wayside, to guide the minds of others upwards 
to his Grod. As they sate one summer day on a 
hill above the manse at Portmoak, the process of 
sheep-shearing was seen in a field below. He at 
once referred to the prophecy of Isaiah — "He is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth;'* and as they walked together during the 
remainder of the forenoon, the atonement of Jesus 
formed the topic of conversation. While resid- 
ing in his father's manse during the p^ods of the 
College recess, he spent a special hour every day in 
secret prayer, and a young relative, then resident 
in the family, frequently overheard him, as aloud 
he wrestled with the Angel of the Covenant. She 
used often to open his study door to see if he was 
disengaged. Sometimes, when very busy, he would 
raise his hand, and this action, accompanied with 
a peculiar look, was an intimation oiixo K\s«x\i^fc:s<^^««» 
while at other times she at. onc^ \^^ ycl\^^ yssis^- 

tenance that she might fentex, oelOl ^\i'®^^^V».'ls^s5^^^ 

conveiee with him. 
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In the absence of any journals or writings of bitf 
own during his student life, we gladly insert ex» 
ti'acts from one or two of his letters written at this 
period, which illustrate the workings of his sooL 

In one addressed from Edinburgh to his mother, 
on 15th Nov. 1838, soon after one of those strokes of 
bereavement with wldch the manse of Portmoak 
was visited, we find him thus expressing himself : 

" I used to think I was going home, whenever 
I entered Cumberland Street, but this year every- 
thing seems changed. We feel a great blanJc 
This world is truly a fleeting scene : the place that 
now knows vs will soon know us no mora Many 
are the warnings which are addressed to us in the 
course of Providence, to be preparing for our great 
change. And when we see those younger than 
ourselves called away, it surely becomes us to be 
up and doing, seeing that we know not how soon 
we may be required to follow. Death is indeed a 
mysterious thing, when the spirit, quitting the body 
which it 80 lately animated, * returns unto Grod 
who gave it.' To mere human reason, this is indeed 
a clark and unsolvable mystery. In the Scriptures, 
the only satisfactory solution of it b to be found 
It is there alone that we see a rational account of 
the origin of this seeming evil We are there told 
libat sin was the cause of this, as well aa of every 
otAer calamity tb&t Las befallen our wuce. \\i\a,\ia^'- 
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ever, comfortable to think that this, though in itself 
undoubtedly a great evil, may be converted into an 
unspeakable blessing. Christ * hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel,' and 
hath 'abolished death.* His people, therefore, 
have nothing to fear from this last enemy. Christ 
has the keys of death, and He openeth and no man 
shutteth. To all who believe upon Him, He has 
made death to be the very door of admission to his 
more immediate presence. These are comfortable 
thoughts, and they should lead us, while we mourn 
for one whom we loved, *not to sorrow as those 
who have no hope.' * * * It is indeed the 
peculiar character of the gospel to be especially 
fitted for a time of distress; let us all, therefore, 
study it carefully, and we shall there find that it 
is in very kindness and faithfulness that God has 
afflicted us. But if we inquire why he has wounded 
us in such a tender part, we must reply, *Even so, 
father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.' He has 
done it, and therefore it is well done. Let us say, 
therefore, with the people of God of old, when they 
were afflicted, * Come and let us return unto the 
Lord, for he hath torn, and He will heal us ; He 
hath smitten and He will bind us up.'" 

A few months later, we find him thus writin^UN 
a fellow-student under gteSiX. sSii<;i\As>fCL\ — 

''I cannot express to you'Ws^ xqxi.Os^ \s^&s3q. ^ 
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surprise, and how much grieved I was when I re- 
ceived the intelligence of your sister's death. Ac- 
cept my most sincere sympathy on this distressiiig 
occasion. I am persuaded, however, that you know 
the only source of true consolation, and that you 
have applied to it, and experienced that whilst Gkxl 
wounds and casts down with one hand, ho upholdf 
and strengthens with the other. You have no 
reason to sorrow as those who have no hope» for 
you have the best of all grounds for believing that 
she whom you loved fell asleej) in Jesus. In re- 
ference to all such the change is a happy and a 
})lesHed one, and it does not })ecome us to murmur 
or complain when they are taken away. They 
have only gone a short time before, to their, and, 
if we are Christ's, to our Father's house. It be- 
comes us rather to follow them with our hearts 
into the better inheritance, looking and longing 
for the blessed time when friends who have 
been separated upon earth sliall meet around the 
throne above, and sing the song of Moses and of 
the Lamb for ever. Oh I surely it w(^rc cruel to wish 
our departed ( Hmstian friends buck again to this 
world, where there is so much sin, and pain, and 
trouble. They are far happier where they are, 
and it were selfisl) in us to desire them to return. 
But are wo on this account roipiired to look on 
frM uneonconif whan those who ax^ vi^^wt \a m% qa 
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our owBselves are taken away 1 No, indeed ; the 
religion of Jesus requires no such thing. It is 
addressed to man as man, and it does not destroy 
aU the finer feelings of our nature. It only curbs 
them, and directs them in a proper channel Jesus 
himseK wept at the grave of Lazarus, and no 
believer is forbidden to weep ; but while we weep, 
we should also rejoice that we have still a friend 
in Christ who sticks closer than any earthly rela- 
tive. I know the pain you must feel, and I know 
the impotence of aU I can say to remove it. I 
therefore commend you to Him who hath smitten, 
and who will bind you up." 



CHAPTER IL 

LICENSED TO PREACH — ^AND LABOURS AS A 
MISSIONARY AT PRINLAWS. 

" Bn^Rst tho wave, Chrintiant 
Wlien it in Htrnngpst ; 
Watch for day, Clirifttian, 
When the night's longoBi. 

Onwanl and onward still 

Ho thino c*nd<«V()ur, 
Til' rout that remainnth 

Shall bo for over." 

Having enjoyed all the advantages of good train- 
ing under an earthly father's eye, and having boon 
subjected to the gracious discipline of his heavenly 
Father, Henry liaird, after proscjcuting his theolo- 
gical studies under Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Welsh, 
was licensed, by the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy to 
preach the gospel, in 1839. He preached his first 
semion at East Wemyss, from John iii. 16, "God 
so love<l the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever belioveth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." Like the great 
aposilo of the Gcutilos, ho \\aiV " vV\A^Tm\\\w\ \» 
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know iiotliing save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 
He began, as he closed his ministry, by "preaching 
Christ." His ministrations, as a probationer, were 
highly prized by many congregations to whom he 
was requested to preach. For several Sabbaths in 
succession he occupied the pulpit of Mr. Johnstone 
of Auchtermuchty, who was then in delicate health. 
It was here we first heard him proclaiming the 
Gospel, and pleasant at this day is the remem- 
brance of the rich exhibition of Christ, by which 
his whole services were characterised. While 
there, he used on the Sabbath evenings to 
address an adult female class, taught at South- 
field by the late Miss Anne Moncrieff, and there 
are those who can still recal the earnestness with 
which the young preacher used on these occasions 
to pray them to be " reconciled to God." There 
are others in Auchtermuchty who are wont to speak 
of his sermon on a Saturday previous to a com- 
munion, from John xiv. 27, which proved a most 
striking contrast to one preached the same day by 
a thorough-going Moderate of the old school 
Soon, however, a more permanent sphere of labour 
was opened up to him. 

Adjoining the parish of Portmoak is that of 
Leslie, formerly the scene of contests iix tV<b ^^s:^^ 
of the Eomans, and affording Vi ^^ 52co^3v<^^cc^ 
many remains indicative oi \I^«vs t^^\^^'^^^ ^^^ ^ 
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neighbourhood. It presents many picturesque 
views, caused by the undulating nature of the 
ground from the Lomond Hills to the river Leven, 
which divides it from Kinglassie on the soutL 
The town, which is built on a table land, was ori- 
ginally the scene of royal games, in the days of 
King James, and a favourite resort of the nobility 
of the country. In modem times several laige 
flax spinning mills have been erected on the banks 
of the Levon by Mr. Fergus. ''It b a proud 
thing," writes Mr. Arthur, in the * Successful Mer- 
chant,' ''for a master to show his beautiful engine- 
room, clean as a parlour, his bright machinery, his 
admirable textures, his vast production. He has a 
right to take an interest in all these, and if con- 
scious that other things were right, we should take 
a most lively interest in them also, share his plea- 
sure, rejoice in his success, and pour our honest 
blessing on the labour of his hands. But it is not 
always one can do so. True, great care has been 
taken about the engines ; what has been done for 
the mind, heart, and life of the engineers f The 
" mules*' and "jennies," the rollera and looms, are 
all in perfect trim ; the gear runs smoothly, the 
produce is unblameable ; a world of diligent appli- 
cation has been spent to bring the work to this 
perfection ; hut what has been done for the mind, 
/teajij, Miicl life of the workcia % ^ma xs^&i^«i% 



AS A MISSIONART AT PRINLAWS. 15 

there are who have learned the lesson of theur 
duty, and follow it with a cheerful heart. As 
I write, some rise up to my memory. I think of 
their schools, the plans of improvement, the care 
for the comfort of their men*s houses, the training 
of the children, the eflfort to spread good feeling 
and good living, the attention to the souVs welfare : 
and as I think of these men my heart within me 
blesses them." To the class of employers thus 
referred to by the biographer of Samuel Budgett, 
Mr Fergus belonged. Provision was made by him 
for the moral and religious instruction of the 
workers employed in his service, and resident in 
the village of Prinlaws. A large school with two 
class-rooms was erected. A good library and read- 
ing-room were famished. In a separate building 
an infant school was opened, at which no fees were 
charged, the teacher being paid by Mr. Fergus. 
Evening classes were established for young men 
from fourteen to eighteen years of age, employed at 
the works. In addition to all this a missionary 
was provided by the proprietor, who not only paid 
his salary but furnished him with a house — ^a neat 
and comfortable cottage situated at the end of 
Prinlaws village, and commanding a fine prospect 
of the works, and of the surroundixi^\«xj&.^^'^'v^s^ 
Leven, 
Henry Laird was enga^e^ \>^ ^^* ^«t^^as» 
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labour as missionary in Prinlaws. The character 
of those to whom ho was called to minister was 
unpromising in the extreme, and the field of ope- 
rations was represented to him by some as one that 
would yield no fruit. But the young missionaiY 
entered on it in a firm belief in the soundness of 
John Elliot's motto, that " Prayers and pains can 
accomplish anything/' Soon the effects of his 
labours were discernible, a change being ere long 
visible in the very external demeanour of the 
workers as they went up and down the steep hill 
which led from Prinlaws to the mills. As illus- 
trative of the character of the people among whom 
Mr. Laird now laboured, we may here relate an 
anecdote mentioned by a devoted member of his 
flock who still survives. At one of the earliest 
meetings hold by him for the purpose of originating 
u missionary association, after the proposal had been 
mentioned, an individual, well known in the place 
as the holder of infidel views and the disturber of 
])ublic meetings, rose up and o})jected, denouncing 
the scheme as ])riestcrafb, and a robbing of the poor 
uf their money. The youtliful missionary, unac- 
customed to such scenes, was paralysed at this lK)ld 
manifestation of the enemy ; and none getting up 
to defend the proposal, a female member of tlie 
JDoeimg, who iiympathisod with the movctucnt^ at 
Jengih rose, and stated that so fax £iom 'NLt. \A.\t\ 
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imposing this on the people, the step had been 
taken at the earnest desire of many who waited on 
his ministrations. This silenced the objector. 

Soon after coming to Prinlaws, Mr. Laird formed 
a close and intimate friendship with Mr. Stewart, 
who was book-keeper at the mills. They were of 
one mind as regarded the great concerns of eternity. 
They lived together in the same cottage, and many 
sweet hours of holy fellowship were spent in each 
other's company, while they talked together of 
the things of the Kingdom. The intimacy which 
subsisted between them proved very refreshing to 
the young missionary, amid the many trials and 
discouragements with which he was surrounded, 
and it will be easily understood how painful was 
the stroke, when death suddenly removed Mr. 
Stewart from his work below. He had gone from 
home, and was taken seriously ill. He expressed a 
strong desire to see Mr. Laird, who, on this being 
made known to him, at once set out to the place 
where the suiferer lay. In driving thither with a 
mutual acquaintance, he expressed a strong presenti- 
ment that he would not be permitted to see his old 
friend in life. It was even so. As they drove 
into the stable-yard, the tidings of his death met 
them. It was a heavy b\o^, \i\x\. ^^Vass^ nj^*-^-^*** 
sanctified hy Him wbio seii\. it, O^XkwV^-^^^^ ^^ 
the Bible which was giveii \>^ ^^- ^X^-^^sisl^ -^ 
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tives to Mr. Laird, and heard him say how much 
he prized it, as a memorial of one he truly loved. 

The missionary's work of faith and labour of love 
soon told on those committed to his care. The 
Sabbath services in the school were well attended. 
The weekly meetings for prayer, the Sabbath 
school, and adult Bible classes, the library, the 
missionary meetings, and the household visitations 
were all followed up with the pleasing and blessed 
results which have ever flowed from faithful and 
self-denying territorial labours, in which we may 
truly regard Mr. Laird as then engaged. Not only 
was he the means of promoting a great external 
change in Prinlaws, but he was owned as the in- 
strument of good to the souls of not a few. 

An insight into his feelings, and a view of his 
labours at this period of his life, are afforded in 
the following extracts from letters written to a very 
near relative, who^ in forwarding them to us, re- 
marks — "From the date of his being licensed to 
preach the gospel, till near the close of his brief 
ministry, I have numerous letters from him written 
just off-hand, in ordinary familiar correspondence, 
and in almost every one of them you see how fully 
his heart was set upon winning his people to 
Christ" 

"I have eo many aick to visit at pwaeot V^^XNX. 
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takes me the greater part of two days, from 9 in 
the morning till 3 p.m., to go over them alL There 
are six cases of severe fever. I am visiting every 
evening when not otherwise engaged — ^never in the 
house in the evenings except on Saturdays.*** 

On the Slst of the same month, after announcing 
his mother's illness, and the doctor^ s fears for the 
result, he says : — 

"But I earnestly trust that our fears may be all 
disappointed. Oh ! that we could calmly acquiesce 
in all the dealings of Holy Providence, saying, * it 
is well;' *it is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 

him good.* Oh ! my dear G , if we have our 

hearts fixed, trusting in the Lord, we need not be 
afraid of evil tidings ; we have a throne of grace 
always open, where we may unburden our hearts, 
which we are also greatly encouraged to do when 
we know that we have a High Priest who wears 
our nature, and has a fellow-feeling with us in all 
our sorrows. I know well that being so far from 
the scene of suffering as you are, one is apt to be 
more anxious than when upon the spot — ^to be 
always longing for a letter, and yet afraid to open 
it when it comes ; but that text which I have men- 
tioned already is doubtless true — if our hearts are 
fixed, trusting in the Lord, we need not "be, «Ss«w^? 

• The employment of the people aA. ^e> ^nsSSSs^ ^^ ^^"^ '^'^^^ 
dered the vUitsition of them ia the ©^6Qi3a!6^««-^*s»»»^^* 
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3d July 1840. 
"I have now finished the visitation of my parish 
for the first time, and have invariably had a hearty 
reception. This of itself is pleasant ; but when 
one looks for other fruits, alas ! what are they? I 
am told, however, that the people at Prinlaws are 
attending church better than they did, and I must 
say they are not so bad as I was led to expect 
before coming here. I am sure there were two 
hundred of them at the evening seiiuon last 8ab- 
batL" 

«28th Sept. 1840. 
"I think I mentioned to you that I have begun 
a weekly prayer meeting. It was b(»gun throe 
weeks ago. The first night there were about forty 
present, the next between eighty and ninety, and 
last week I am told there were upwards of a hun- 
dred. As yet I just read a chapter and expound 
it, but I think I shall now begin with the Shorter 
Catechism, and just take one question, and explain 
it each night. I have been exceedingly pleased 
with the attendance, and especially with the serious- 
ness and attention of those who come, and if there 
1)0 no falling off, I trust it may lead to good. Our 
hope is in Him who hath the residue of the 
Sp/nt '' 
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"7tli June 1841. 
" What you say is true regarding our proneness 
to be careful and cumbered about many things. 
That text has always appeared to me to be a very 
comfortable one : " Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." The connection in 
which it stands in the 6th chapter of Matthew? 
rendei-s it all the stronger, and all the more en- 
couraging. Matthew Henry has a curious remark 
on that text. He says, * those who seek .first the 
kingdom, &c., shall have all these things — the 
necessary supports of life added to them — given 
them over and above. They shall have what they 
seek, and besides they shall have food and raiment 
by way of overplus, as he who buys goods has 
paper and packthread into the bargain.' 

" The thirsty soil is crying for rain, but there is 
a more parched land which cries for showers of 
grace and of the Spirit. Oh ! for a plenteous rain 
to refresh God's heritage, for it is weary." 

6th Dec. 1841. 
" We have had some refreshing prayer meetings 
of late — every night several in tears. Our Sab- 
bath classes are also prospering. I am thinking oi 
lecturing through the *Pi\gracL^"5^<^^^^^ ^*vis5^ 
prayer meetings on the aUeinckaX.^ ^"^^\ivs^^«»^^2>'^^^ 
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an address from a portion of Scripture the other 
nights. At the prayer meeting on Wednesday, I 
got £1 from a woman in Leslie for the Jews. She 
had gathered it among friends." 

"3d Jan. 1842. 
"How time flies I 1842 is begun: who will 
see it concluded? No man knowetL This we 
know, if we bo Christ's, whether we be in time or in 
eteimity, it will be well with us. I have now been 
at Prinlaws two years. How short they seem when 
past. How little have I done, and how little fruit 
of my labours ! Much cause for humiliation, and 
for increased diligence and prayer. 

" I preached last night in the parish church to 
the Sabbath scholars of Leslie and Prinlaws. The 
church was very full, and the children exceedingly 
attentive. Indeed, I never saw them more so. I 
spoke for upwards of an hour, and scarcely ever lost 
their attention. It is just a hit or a miss preaching 
to haifns. Everything depends on the speaker^s 
feelings at the time. This applies to all preaching, 
but especially when addressing the young. I trust 
some good impressions wert^ made last night. There 
was great seriousness manifested, and some of the 
older scholars were in tears. These, however, are 
Jioea/waf8 eigna of tho presence of the Spirit, but, 
«? ^/te case of a few, I hope, they "wore." 
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"31st January 1842. 
"Send a number of tracts for my Sabbath class, 
such as you sent lately. By the way, that was a 
good tract — *Do you go to the prayer meeting?' 
I gave one to each of those who get the Record^ 
and told them to distribute them as widely as pos- 
sible. They have caused a good deal of sensation. 
Some of the lukewarm, careless folks do not like 
them. They think the tract was written by me, 
and won't be persuaded to the contrary. It suits 
their case so well that they think I sent it to 
Kelso to be printed just that they might not know 
who the author was. There are many cold hearts 
here, and these are becoming more manifest since 
a few began to wax warmer. This has always 
been the case. They that are after the flesh per- 
secute them that are after the Spirit. So it is 
amongst us. They that are living godly are suffer- 
ing persecution — some from their own relations, 
all from an ungodly world. *A man's enemies 
shall be they of his own house.' How true, yet 
how sad!" 

" 2d May 1842. 
"I am labouring away here as iisual in the midst 
of an ungodly and irreligious people, yet notw;^- 
out some pioota that my \a\ia\V5i^ «t^ ^^*^ ^r^^s^sS^ ^i»> 
vain, A case came uadet tstj tlqNKr.<5> 'Osss. <2N» 'st 



24 LICENSED TO PREACH, AND LABOURS 

day which encouraged me not a little. A young 
woman in Leslie had been brought under concern 
about a year ago by means of a discourse I preached 
on the parable of the ten virgins. From that 
time she came to my Sabbath class and the prayer 
meeting. Her parents threatened to turn her out 
of doors if she continued to come to the meeting. 
8till she came, and, one night when she went 
home, they absolutely locked her out. She found 
lodgings in a neighbour's house, where she resided 
for some days. She could easily support herself^ 
and that more comfortably than at liome. But 
she knew her mother needed her assistance, so she 
went and offered to stay with her again provided 
she allowed her to attend the prayer meetings. 
Her parents gladly received her, and now they 
never speak to her about religion at all, and allow 
her regularly to attend the prayer meetinga I 
understand her parents own that she is more atten- 
tive and kind to thorn than formerly, and that they 
have nothing to accuse her of except in matters 
concerning her God She can give an intelligent 
account of her conversion. She was long in deep 
distress, and said she was often afraid to go to 
sleep at night lest she should awake in hell 
Though not altogether free from fear, she has now 
moTo peace. She walks consifttcTitly, -wVucVv \a no 
^^^ matter in a situation like Yigto. 1 v^^ ^^^ 
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her heart may he estahlished with grace. Those 
of whom I formerly spoke, so far as I know, all 
continue stedfast. My only wish is that the * re- 
ligious people,' (which they have heen termed by 
way of reproach) were increased an hundredfold.*' 

Mr. Laird had many cases similar to those re- 
ferred to in these extracts. We cannot hetter 
close our notices of this period of his life than by* 
presenting to our readers a letter written by him. 
to a member of his Prinlaws flock when in a state 
of spiritual darkness. We give it unabridged, not 
only because of its intrinsic worth, but because of 
the light which it sheds on the deep solicitude he 
cherished for the individual cases of those with 
whom he was connected. 

''Prinlaws, 29th March 1843. 
" My Dear Christian Friend, — The last time I 
called upon you, you were pleased to unburden 
your mind pretty freely to me, and to mention 
some things which were causing you no little un- 
easiness. From some cause or anothei"! felt pecu- 
liarly depressed that day, and my tongue refused 
to speak what I felt, or to declare what I con- 
ceived to be suitable to your case. For the t^uy^c^'^ 
of endeavouring to minister c;OTv«.c^aiC\Q\v ^si ^«^ 
under your present affliction, \ Yl^n^) ^o^nj^^^ 

o 
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right to take up my pen in order to expieas in writ- 
ing wliat on Monday I failed to express by word of 
moutL I know you will take in good part and 
in a spirit of meekness wliat I have to say, if you 
find it consistent with the mind of the Holy 
Ghost. 

" * There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath 
nothing; there is that maketh himself poor, yet 
hath great riches/ Such is one of the proverbs 
of Solomon, and its truth is every day exemplified. 
Very many think themselves rich and increased 
with goods, and that they have need of nothing, 
when, in reality, they are wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked. On the other 
hand, there are some who fear lest they should 
still be in all the poverty of a natural state, and 
in all the nakedness of an unclothed condition, 
when in truth they are possessed of 'durable 
riches,' and are arrayed in that royal robe of 
righteousness which is 'clear as the sun' and 
broad as the law — the robe of Jesus. It is far 
better to be in the situation of the latter, with all 
its present discomfort and anxiety, than to be in 
the condition of the former, with all its apparent 
security and its false whispers of ' peace, peace, 
when there is no peace.' But it is of unspeakable 
moment that we discover to which, of these two 
olaaaea toe belong, and I think tihoto w» wifi^cJvKQX, 
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marks and evidences of a work of Gocl laid down 
in Scripture by which we may judge ourselves 
and know * whether or not Christ be in us/ True, 
indeed, it is easier to apply these tests to the case 
of others than to our own by reason of the deceit- 
fulness of our hearts, but in that case we have a 
prayer ready for our use, * Search us, O God, and 
know our hearts ; try us and know our thoughts, 
and see if there be any -vvicked way in us, and lead 
ns in the way everlasting.* 

"So far as I can judge from what you told me on 
Monday, your case is not an uncommon one. 
You feel less sensible delight in waiting upon God 
than you once did ; the sweetness of your com- 
munion with the Father is in some measure sus- 
pended, and the cheering comforts you formerly 
knew are withheld, or at least are not enjoyed so 
largely, so that Job's language expresses your feel- 
ings: *0h! that it were with me as in months 
past, &c.* When you wait upon God, your heart 
feels duller, and your affections more languid than 
once they did, so that you are almost tempted at 
times to fear lest, after all, you should have no 
part or lot with Christ. If you could rest satis- 
fied in this condition, and felt no anxiety to be de- 
livered from it, you might have reason to fear that 
all was not right; but if it \a oicmr VvxT^«t>.S^^ 
you cannot get that eii\argeiae\i\. oi >aa«^ "'^ec^ 
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brokenness of spirit which you earnestly thirst 
after, then I would say, in the language of the 
Apostle, * Think it not strange concerning this fiery 
trial, by which God is trying your faith, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you.' I believe 
(if the above be descriptive of your feelings) that 
God is trying you to see whether you can trust 
him in the dark, and can wait on him even in the 
way of his judgments. Say not, *My way is 
hidden from the Lord, my judgment is passed over 
from my God.' Say rather, *the Lord knoweth 
the way that I take, when ho hath (sufficiently) 
tried me, I shall come forth as the gold.' You 
have heard the saying of an experienced believer, 
* to believe when all is pleasing, when peace smiles 
iipon the soul, and comforts bestrew its path, is 
comparatively an easy thing, but to believe when 
all is dark and dreary, when no comfort is felt 
within, and no light is seen without, this is the 
faith which God values.* To love when the soul 
feels the assurance of God's love, and the joys 
which love imparts, is comparatively easy, but to 
love when his presence is withdrawn, when doubts 
and fears infest the soul, when hope is languishing 
and comforts apparently dead, this shows strong 
confidence in the faithlessness of God, and a love 
which many irateiiB cannot quQuch, not the floods 
divwih It ia difficult thus to \)e\iev^ m >i\ift ^iosX 
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and to wait upon God even when * His way is in 
the sea, aiid his path in tlie great waters, and his 
footsteps aie not known ;' but this is what many 
of his own children are called to do, and in such 
circumstances they are often ready to say, with the 
Church of old, * The Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten mo,' whereas the same 
gracious answer may be given, * Can a woman for- 
get her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb— they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have 
graven thee on the palms of my hands, and thy 
walls are continually before me.' Christ is not 
always fai-thest from his people when they suppose 
he has forgotten them, nor does his love grow 
cold when their faith is so weak that they cannot 
see him. * Behold,' it is said in the Song of Solo- 
mon, ' He standeth behind our wall ; he looketh 
forth at the windows, showing himself through the 
lattice.* His eye is upon his own, and though 
their iniquities may for a time separate betwixt 
them and ^ him, and may cause him to hide his 
face, as if he did not hear, still he looks into their 
hearts, and warlcs the most secret workivgs of their 
souls ; and at the proper time (when his purpose 
in withdrawing himself is answered\ laa ^^riJJ^ ^^-^ 
himself, and will prove ttie tmWi oi ^^^» ^ajssss^^ 
promise, 'for a small momeiife 'teN^ ^ ^^-^'esS^^' 
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thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee. 
In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy upon thee.' 

" In reading a letter of the celebrated John New- 
ton, whoso praise is in all the churches of Christ, I 
see a passage which I shall transcribe, and perhaps 
it may speak a word in season to you as it has 
rlone to me. He is speaking of unbelief striving 
with the Christian, and after mentioning many 
doubts and perplexing thoughts which Satan sug- 
gests to the mind of an anxious sinner seeking 
salvation, he comes to speak of doubts which often 
arise after conversion, and which cause trouble to 
many a humble and sincere disciple. * The devil,' 
he says, 'will allow that salvation is certain to 
real believers, but he will tempt you to doubt 
your own sincerity, and will suggest this thought. 
How do you know that you are a believer 1 Many 
have made false professions, and fallen off at last 
You cannot judge your own heart, and, therefore^ 
may be deceived. I have been sometimes pinched 
at this; for though there are undoubted marks 
and evidences of a work of God laid down in 
Scripture, it is not always easy to apply them 
without falling into a legal temper, and then they 
can a/fbrd us no comfort They are something 
-^<^ a dial which will direct you m\3ia. «. ^kWMi» 
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when the sun shines, but is of no use at other 
times. When the Spirit of God shines into the 
heart, and witnesses with our spirits, then we can 
both distinguish the evidence and trace the growth 
of our graces ; but alas I sin, like a thick cloud, 
often interposes, our sun withdraws, and what can 
we do 1 However, there is one mark which seldom 
ikils. Had our Lord said, ' Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God,^ and said no more, 
alas ! what comfort would this have been to me, 
who am so full of impurity even in my solemn 
moments ; but he has stooped so low in compas- 
sion to me, to you, and to all that seek him, as to 
say, * Blessed are they that hunger and tMrst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled' Now, 
though I might question and scruple whether I 
have any righteousness or no ; yet, if I can be 
judge of anything at all — ^if I can tell whether I 
am asleep or awake, hot or cold, in Scotland or 
England, so sure I am that Grod has inspired me 
with a hungering and thirsting which nothing 
worldly can satisfy. This is the experience of 
every day — abroad or at home, alone or in com- 
pany. I still feel a void* I feel that I want a 
conformity to God — ^a sense of his presence and of 
his love, to make the happiest scenes of life agree- 
able to me. In proportioii Sia \)ci&"e»^^^^^!SKvS«.'K^ ^st 
advance, I £nd myseH moTe ox X'^sa ^aiC^^^^«^^^ 
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myself and everything about me. Now, I can 
w«ll remember when I had not these desires. ] 
am sure I did not gire them to myself, neithei 
can they proceed from evil influence, because theii 
direct tendency is to destroy sin and promote holi- 
ness, therefore they must l)e of God. If so, thej 
must prevail in the end, or, as the promise mna 
tliey nhall be satisfied, for God is not like the un- 
wise builder, who ])egan a work at unawares, whicl 
ho was not able to finish. He which hath begur 
a good work of grace will carry it on unto perfec- 
tion, and will keep his own through faith untc 
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.' 

*' Perhaps the al)ovo extract from the writings a 
Mewton describes in some degree your case 
Surely you have a hungering and thirsting wliiey 
nothing worldly can satisfy ; and if so, who created 
that desire) 0|)en the moutli of spiritual desirei 
wide, and in due season the Lord will fill it. I^ 
ware of harbouring unbelieving d(»ubts regarding 
the faithlessness of the Great Kcdecmer, or the 
immutability of His love towards them that se(*)i 
Him. Look anew to His cross, and behold Hit 
power to save. Tliink of His words, ' Him tha^ 

' vometb unto me I will in no wise cast out,' anc 

be aMTOied of His willingness. Hear His voice 

Mad follow HiiOf and He will not leave you lonj 

A> wmtk in darknean, but will givo yo\x ^^ve Y\^ 
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of life. It is His peculiar prerogative * to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.' 

"But, perhaps, the ahove does not yet reach 
your case, for you may be ready to say, * all this is 
true, but how shall I recover my former joy and 
peace in believing.* There is no doubt Grod has a 
wise purpose to serve by all the trials He sends, 
and when under any temptation or affliction it is 
right that we inquire wherefore He contends with 
usi Perhaps some root of bitterness has be^n 
allowed to spring up in secret, or some worldly 
care has been allowed to weigh too heavily upon 
our spirits. Perhaps God may be intending to 
increase our faith, and to strengthen our graces, 
or to fit us for still greater manifestations of His 
grace and glory; but whatever be His design, it is 
our duty to humble ourselves under His mighty 
hand, yet never to *cast away our confidence 
which hath great recompense of reward,' but still 
to hope and quietly to wait for the salvation of 
the Lord. * Let not your heart be troubled ; ye 
believe in God, believe also in Christ.' Let this 
be your language, ' Why art thou cast down, oh ! 
my soul; why art thou disquieted within laeV 
Eead Psalms Slst, 73d, 77t\i, l^^^iJo., «sA^«s!^ 
others, and you will see tiiaX TiiaTCj oi ^2^^^^^^^ '^'^ 
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God's people have been in darkness while in thi 
world, and if you turn up Isaiah L 10, you wil 
see what is the duty of believers in such a situa 
tion. 

" Now, may the God of hope fill you with all joj 
and peace in believing, so that you may abound ii 
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost, is th< 
earnest prayer of 

Your sincere Friend and Well-wisher. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE DISRUPTION, AND MINISTRY AT LESLIE. 

"His eyee lifted up to Heayen, the best of books in bis 
hand, the law of truth was written npon his lips, the world 
was behind his back, he stood as if he pleaded with men, and 
a crown of gold did hang over his head." Scene in Interpreter's 
ffottse, " PUgrwCs Progress,^ 

Henry Laird frequently quoted with delight the 
remark of M*Cheyne, when he thanked God that 
he Uved m witnessmg times. During the me- 
morable " ten years* conflict/' he was an interested 
and intelligent spectator of all the stirring scenes 
through which the Church of our fathers was pass- 
ing. He was the son of one who looked on the great 
questions then agitated as vital ones, affecting the 
glory and honour of the Eedeemer ; and, like his 
father, he had no sympathy with those who spoke 
of this controversy as a Ught matter, about which 
God's servants might remain indifferent if they 
chose. From the very outset of the struggle, he 
went along with the reformmg'^as\.'^ m^^^^!Xs»s.^i^ 
who asserted the great pxin^v^\& oi TioTDL-NSkV^xi.^'ss^^'i 
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and the Church's spiritual independence. Whei 
matters came to a crisis, and the probationers ol 
the Church had to make up their minds as to the 
course they would follow in the event of the Dis- 
ruption, he had no hesitation in casting in his lot 
with those who, rather than submit to the aggres- 
sions made by the Civil Courts on the Church's 
spiiitual freedom, resolved to join those fathers and 
brethren wlio intimated to the highest ruling powers 
in the land that they would be constrained to go 
forth from their connection with the State, if their 
claim of rights was rejected. When the Convoca- 
tion met in November 1842, he came to Edinburgh 
and took up his abode under my roof. In all the 
meetings of the probationers, and their resolutions 
of adherence, ho took a deep and lively interest. 
Keturning to Fife, he availed himself of every fitting 
opj)C)rtunity of explaining the great principles in- 
volved in the controversy to his people, so that 
whcjn the day of the Disruption had arrived, many 
in Prill laws, as well as Leslie, were prepared to 
gather round the old banner of the Covenant, and 
join the Free Protesting Church of Scotland. Mr 
I^ird was again my guest in Edinburgh, on the 
memorable occasion when the "last act of the 
e.ventful drama" was to be witnessed. Ko came 
tff lown two ilays before "the 18lh of May 1843." 
//e tras present aJong with inc al aomvi o^ Wv<i y^- 
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IhmnaTy meetings whicli were lield for imploring 
divine guidance and strength in the hour of trial 
He accompanied me to Si Andrew's Church on 
the morning of the never-to-be-forgotten Thursday. 
We sat together for hours in a front seat of the 
gallery allotted to preachers and students, expect- 
ing the arrival of the Commissioner and members 
of Assembly, after the service in St. Giles's. "We 
beheld their imposing entrance, heard the Pro- 
test read by Dr. Welsh, witnessed the exodus, and 
joined the band of those who marched in procession 
to Canonmills Hall, where the first Assembly of 
the Free Church of Scotland was constituted. Mr. 
Laird's feelings were those of deep solemnity and 
holy thankftdness to God, who had stood by his 
Church and people in the hour of trial, and lively 
was the interest he took in sdl the proceedings of 
tiie "Disruption Assembly." A pleasant and pro- 
fitable season of fellowship we had together, and 
often in later years we used to talk over many of 
the incidents by which that fortnight was marked. 
Being a thorough Free Churchman, and alive to 
everything bearing on the great question at issue, 
he often urged me to make public two facts, of 
which he knew me to be in possession. These 
sufficiently prove how erroneous was the aUegatiQ-cu, 
frequently made at the period oi ^Ctia^^^Kssssx^^'^^ssvv^ 
that the number of studenl^ m ^^ "^^caSv^^as?^ 
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Divinity Hall, who adhered to the BesolutionB of 
the Convocationists, was accounted for by the in- 
fluence exercised over them by Dr. Chalmers and 
Dr. Welsh. 

The one fact is a letter written by Dr. Chalmers, 
in reply to a communication from the students. 
It was addressed to Mr Alex. James Campbell, 
afterwards minister of Melrose, and now labouring 
in Australia, by whom their Declaration was trans- 
mitted to him : — 

<' College, Feb. 10, 184$. 

** Mt Dear Sir, — I received your Declaration, 
and have lodged it with Mr. Brown, the Chairman 
of the Convocation Committee. 

^'I feel particular satisfeurtion in yours being the 
first communication I have had with the students 
on the subject, and that the act on their part has 
been altogether spontaneous — the pure and un- 
biassed expression of their own principles and 
feelinga — I ever am, my dear Sir, yours very truly, 

*<Tho8. Chalmers." 

"A. J. Campbell, Esq.*' 

The other fact consists of a conversation which 
I bad with Dr. Welsh, from which it virill be seen 
tliat he studiously avoided all reference to the sub- 
ject ill dealing with his students, whether in public 
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or private. The memorable letter of Sir James 
Graham, in reply to the Assembly's Claim of 
Bights, had just been published. I ventured to 
put the question to the Professor of Church His- 
tory, with whom I had gone to breakfast one 
Saturday morning, when we were alone in his 
Study, "What will be done with Sir James 
Grahtun's Letter?" He immediately replied — 
" You are the first student who has ever spoken to 
me on the subject of the Church question. It is 
a subject on which I have never once spoken to a 
student, and to which I have never made a single 
reference in my lectures. I have purposely 
avoided any communication with my students in 
riegard to it, lest, knowing their peculiar senti- 
ments, I might be tempted to be guilty of par- 
tiality." And then he added, " Since you have 
spoken of it to me, I may say, that of course we 
never can^accede to the terms of that Letter." He 
then, with a look of peculiar anxiety, said, "Might 
I ask, how are the students generally affected T* 
I told him that out of a hundred and eight, ninety- 
three had resolved to adhere to the Kesolutions of 
the Convocation. His eye beamed with joy, and 
he immediately added, "That is noble. It is more 
than I expected. I did not think that the minis- 
ters who have signed these Eesolutions would give 
way, but the young men" (with that peculsast 
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emphasis, and a degree of hesitation by whidi 
public speaking and private eonyersation were often 
marked) — '^thb touko mbN'*— I feaied the temptar 
tion would prove too great for them. What joa 
mention is most nobla" Entreating me to let the 
conversation entirely drop, in the event of any 
other student entering the room, he then gave vent 
to an expression of gratitude to God for the many 
encouragements He was giving in the great move- 
ment which was going on. 

On Mr. Laird returning to Leslie, those adhei^ 
ing to the Free Church met in what had been 
occupied as the Original Secession Church. Here 
they worshipped till a new church was erected. 

When, some time before this memorable period, 
a proposal was made to have a qiioad sacra Church 
erected in Prinlaws, Mr. Fergus kindly offered a 
fen, and now he would gladly have given it as a 
site fora Free Church, if it had been deemed suit- 
abla It was judged, however, advisable to karre 
the new church built in a more central position, so 
s to accommodate the population who adhered to 
the principles of the Free Church of Scotland, fix>m 
the town of Leslie, as well as those from the ad- 
jacent village of Prinlaws, and the present site was 
selected accordingly. Not the loss sensible, how- 
^rai; were the Free Church adheienU of the kind- 

af Mr, F&rgoB^ who^ thongVi uo^ '^tq»i^ ^ 
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memberof their communion, proved himself friendly 
in many ways, continuing Mr. Laird's salary for 
some years after his settlement as minister in Leslie, 
and accommodating him with a free house until a 
manse was erected, not many years before his 
death. 

The new congregation in Leslie being organised, 
Mr. Laird was unanimously elected pastor, and 
ordained over them on the third day of October 
1843. How he looked back on his past work, and 
forward to his future labours, we learn from a letter 
addressed to a member of his new flock, in which, 
after acknowledging some tokens of friendship, 
which had been sent him, he says :— * 

<'I heartily respond to the wish expressed in 
your note, that I may have comfort in using the 
* bands,' which I take to be a wish that my labours 
may be blessed and my ministry successful This 
would certainly be a real comfort both to pastor 
^nd people, and would render the bond about to 
be formed tenfold more close and happy. I feel 
my present position to be very solemn, and trust 
X have the prayers of the Lord's people in this 
place, that, * as my days, so my strength may be,' 
and that * God would open to me a door of utter- 
ance to speak the mystery of Christ.' I thxak^ 
without boasting (for I meii\.\oxL \\» \a ^'^ ^-^jsNStf^ ^"^ 
God'a grace), I may say \.W\. \ \MaN<& ^-sft»Si.^^^ 

b2. 
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0ome tokens of success^ and these, however imftUy 
I feel inclined to regard as signs that I am not 
altogether 'running nnsent,' or Agoing a warfare 
on my own charges,* but I trust that we ate soon 
to see ' &r greater things than we have jet seen.' 
My prayer shall be, that the cloud whidi at pre^ 
sent is no bigger than a man's hand, may spread 
till it cover the whole spiritual heavens, and send 
down a plenteous rain to refresh God's weary heri- 
tage." 

Theie is not much incident or variety in the 
life of a Scottish pastor. Several years having 
now elapsed since Mr. Laird's course was ended, 
many of those things which might at the period 
of his death have been put on record regarding 
his ministry, have now escaped the memory of 
those who knew him best and loved him most 
In the absence of any journal of his own, the task 
of presenting at this period any full portraiture of 
the ministry of one who may be indeed regarded 
as a XODBL PASTOR, is a difficult one. 

''It is reported," writes an eminent fitther of 
our Church, " that there grows among a certain 
class of youthful talented preachers the practice of 
delivering not only unwritten but even unstudied 
discourses. In this way, a person with a few 
oomzaonplac&B of theology floating in his memory, 
^od oaHain pasmgea of Scriptoxe, toa m \^«i&e- 
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(Belyet) if not spoiled by nauseating rqietitions of 
them, and palpable misapplications — ^thus fur- 
nishedy and with a moderate fluency of speech, and 
more than a moderate measure of assurance, one 
may get through the work, and for a time win to 
be popular among the injudicious, though dash and 
defect characterise their superficial performances.'* 
It was for otherwise with the subject of this 
sketch. 

Seldom did we ever meet with one who was so 
deeply impressed with the importance and duty of 
thorough and diligent preparation for the work of 
the pulpit Oft have we heard him quote with 
peculiar emphasis M'Cheyne's well-known re- 
mark, *' Beaten oil for the sanctuary." His preach- 
ing was peculiarly impressiva His sermons were 
full of Scriptural truth, illustrated in a way calcu- 
lated at once to interest and instruct. Christ was 
the pervading theme of them all; and, while he 
bore in mind that his audiences had understand' 
mga to be addressed, he also remembered that 
they had affections to be appealed to, and con- 
sciences to be reached. A co-presbyter remarks^ 
in reference to his preaching, ^' Its combined sim- 
plicity, massiveness, and tenderness imparted a 
peculiar charm to it." The spirit by which hft. 
was actuated in going to the i^\3\\f\\» ^'^"^ ^g^^^^^ 
by the following ohaiacteristAfi wafiw^^^fiv^ ^^'fc^i»»' 
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gone one Sabbath evening to preach in a neigh- 
bouring congregatioiL On entering the session- 
house, be was accosted by an office-bearer, who 
told him that there was a great crowd assembled 
to hear him, and that he hoped he would preach 
well, as a good sermon was expected. Looking at 
the speaker with great seriousness, and raising his 
right hand, as he often did when about to express 
strong inward emotion, Mr. Laird replied, '^ I trust 
I shall be enabled to preach as with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from Heaven.'' 

Eeferring to his powers as a preacher, one who 
sat under him for nine years, and became an office- 
bearer in his congr^ation, thus writes: — ''When I 
heard him first, my attention was completely ar- 
rested by his earnest and impressive manner, and 
during all the time he was my minister his influ- 
ence over me ever inci'eased. Many are the plea- 
surable emotions I experience, as I take a retro- 
spective view of this period, and remember how 
he unfolded the Gospel plan of salvation in all its 
attractiveness and beauty. At the time when I 
was first brought under his influence, I was little 
beyond the period of boyhood, and, with a mind 
naturally sceptical, it was well Providence placed 
me under the mini/«tiy of one who was able to 
aAow me the way of God more perfectly. No one 
-Aa^ ever demonatrated more clearly Vo m^ mSxA\X\^ 
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Divine origin of the Christian system than he did. 
His sermons were of a highly doctrinal charactei; 
but very unlike the diy disquisitions of abstract 
truth one often hears from the pulpit. There waa 
» Titality in aU he said, and it was ever his aim to 
hold forth a living personal Saviour for the sinner's 
acceptance. There was one subject to which he 
often alluded — the necessity of an atonement — 
and the manner in which he treated it was satis- 
factory to my mind. Well do I remember the 
language he often used in prayer, ' O Lord, thou 
canst not clear the guilty, thine unspotted holi- 
ness and inflexible justice stand as barriers in the 
way, but blessed be thy name, thou hast devised 
a way by which thou canst clear the guilty, and 
be the justifler of the ungodly who believe.' 

"In 1846, when I read in the 'First Impres- 
sions of England and its People,' the controversy 
on this subject,* I liked it all the more that, dur- 



* The reference here is to a discussion on the atonement, 
tviiioh the late Hugh Miller records as taking place between 
himself and some travellers whom he met in an inn at New- 
castle. His remarks in vindication of the Calvinistic view on 
this subject were wound up by the following observations: — 
** Of God's moral nature, or the conduct which springs out of 
it, we can but know what God has been pleased to teU ua: 
the fact of the atonement can be AeXcns&afc^ \pois. Xyj 'ks'^^>»*"^ 
Hon, and reveJation determinea \lver3 corad^^asa^i^^ ^^S^ 
fact it be, then must we hold thsA. l\. ^a »» VMdL^\^^3£v ^-coss?? 
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ing the four previous years, my minister had often 
handled it in the same way." 

The last day will declare many fruits of such a 
ministry, since, to use the words of an elder in 
the congregation, ''many are alive who either 
directly owed their spiritual birth to him or the 
nursing of their spiritual infancy. One of these, 
an old man, used to sit Sabbath after Sabbath 
with his ear-horn drinking spiritual nourishment 
from the much-loved lips. Sixty godless years 
had passed over his head, till this devoted servant 
of God was made the instrument of drawing him 
out of darkness. Beside him, at the pulpit-foot, 
sat another aged disciple, also a fruit of his minis- 
try. The former entered into rest a few months 
before his revered pastor, and enjoyed the privi- 
lege of his visits on his dying bed* The other 
outlived him six or seven years." 

There was one feature in his discourses which 
all who were privileged to hear them will remem- 
ber. They were frequently enriched with quota- 
tions from the old authors, in whose writings he 
greatly delighted, and from which he made nume* 

directly out of that underived moral natiuv of God whieh 

constitutes the governing law of his power and will ; and 

tiMt his nature being what it is, the antagonist fact of remis- 

M/oa irltbout atonement is, in reality, an \mipow»«Xlt3 "— 

'^'^^ ^^npretgums ^ifEngkmd, p. 9. 
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Tous extracts in his commonplace book, while 
he transferred them also to the tablet of his me- 
mory, from which he reproduced them in the most 
fitting way. 

What gave peculiar power to his preaching, 
and what) indeed, was the grand secret of the hold 
which he took not only of his own people but of 
all of every denomination with whom he was 
brought into contact, as well as of the sweet 
savour which everywhere attaches to his memory, 
was his deep and fetvent piety. He not only 
" preached," but " lived Christ." All who heard, 
and all who mingled with him, felt that he was 
keeping near the Great Head and King of Zion, 
and that the words which his lips spake concern- 
ing the Saviour, flowed from a heart which was 
filled with a sweet sense of His love and presence* 

From the commencement of his labours as a mis* 
sionary at Prinlaws, Mr. Laird conducted a weekly 
prayer meeting, which he regularly maintained 
till the close of his ministry. He has often told us 
that he felt much drawn out on these occasions, 
and was able to speak with more freedom to souls 
than he could sometimes do in the pidpit. He 
had the joy of seeing several fellowship meetings 
formed among the people in different diatnat& ^^ 
the parish. 
One who knew him weW aa^^ •. ^'^ ka ^av ^^^^- 
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day minister he excelled.'* He was remarkable for 
his attention in waiting on the sick and dying, 
while he regularly engaged in the visitation of the 
fiamilies of his flock from honse to house. In the 
coarse of his efforts in these departments of pas- 
toral duty the Lord was often pleased to own him 
with tokens of success. We remember his narrat- 
ing one instance of this. In the course of visiting 
one day, he came to the threshold of a very care- 
less family, with whom he had often in former 
times in vain expostulated. He felt as he stood 
at the door — •* my going in will be of no use" — 
and was on the point of turning away, when the 
thought was immediately presented to hit mind,— - 
that such a feeling could not come from the Lord. 
He accordingly went forward in the path of duty. 
He spoke to the inmates from Isa. Iv. 6 : ^ Seek 
ye the Lord while He may be found." A few days 
after one of the members of the household called 
on him with the arrow of conviction in her heart, 
saying, ^ that little word while will give me no 
reat ;" and he soon after rejoiced over her as a 
*^ brand plucked out of the burning." While en- 
gaged in the work of visitation he gave away much 
to the poor. The more wretched the family the 
greater the claim they seemed to have on his Bym- 
paiby and prayers. His conalaut Nmta to a very 
poor funiljTf all laid kw by ma\\giWial\»y^\wA^w^T^ 
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attracted the notice of many, who felt that it was 
only the Spirit of the Master which would have 
made him willing to expose himself in such a case. 
Many were the instances of his private benevolence, 
known only to those who were the recipients of it 
Through the medium of a member of his session, 
many articles of clothing, not greatly worn, passed 
to be remodelled for the use of young lads, who 
otherwise would have had little chance of attending 
religious meetings or public worship. Some, now 
usefully and honourably engaged in life's business^ 
could tell of the assistance rendered them in the 
prosecution of their studies. 

As illustrative of the concern which he felt in 
the individual cases of his flock, as well as of his 
ability in ministering to the afflicted, we may here 
give a few extracts from some of his letters, written 
at different periods. These are now almost the 
only available source from which it is possible to 
present him to others, as his feelings and views are 
drawn by his own pen. Writing to a young man 
in his congregation, he says— 

" You speak of being placed among those who 
hold doctrines opposite to such as you had received. 
I hope you will never feel ashamed of the doctrine 
of Christ (GaL i 9). Seek to have the Holy Si^vclt 
dwelling in 70U ; and then -jou \rS^>Kass^ w^^wxt- 
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self thai if any speak against his work, it is because 
there is no light and no truth in them. 

^ ' ComWs Constitution of Man' 1 regard as a 
dangerous book. There is just enough of truth 
in it to make the error, with which it abounds, 
ensnaring to many minds. It is essentially infidel 
in its spirit and in its tendency, and all the more 
dangerous, inasmuch as its infidelity is not openly 
avowed." (CoL iL 8). 

To a widow who had recently lost her husband, 
we find him writing:— 

" It was only yesterday that I heard of Mr. B. 
being worse than usual, and this morning I have 
the sad announcement of his death. I shall en- 
deavour to see you soon ; but cannot refrain in 
the meantime firom expressing my sympathy with 
you all in this season of trial I trust and pray 
that the gracious Lord will be with you, and prove 
* a very present help in trouble.* I have no doubt 
but you will feel much anxiety as you look forward 
to the future, with such a family around and under 
you; but 'cast all thy burden upon the Lord, 

and He will sustain thee.* A and I ^ I 

trust, will prove comforts to you, and helps also. 

Tell J from me, that I hope he will always 

iear God, and be kind to his mother and sisters : 
^/u9 is not only hie duty, but will bring upon him- 
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self the blessing of the Lord, which maketh rich, 
and which has no sorrow added to it." 

His skill as a " son of consolation" appears in a 
few lines of condolence addressed by him to the 
Kev. Mr. Macara of Strathmiglo, on the occasion 
of a severe family bereavement 

" Leslie, 8th Jan. 1852. 

" I was very sorry to receive intimation of the 
death of your son ; and, reluctant though I am to 
intrude at a time like this, I cannot refrain from 
expressing my sympathy with you and Mrs. 
Macara under this new bereavement. 

" I had heard of your son's illness, but had hoped 
that his sickness had n^t been * unto death.' Tlie 
Sovereign Disposer of all has otherwise ordered it ; 
and I have no doubt that, however difficult the 
attainment, you are enabled in some measure to 
say, * It is well* — * The Lord gave and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.* I was happy to learn that He who, * out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings* perfects 
praise, seems to have revealed to your son the 
things of the kingdom. 

" I think David spoke not of the grave merely, 
but of heaven too, when he said, on the dealK ^^ 
his child, * I shall go \o \v\m, \skj5^ V^ ^^i^ ^^ 
ratum to me.' At aU bn^qX^^ «^«^ ^^^'^^'^' 
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ih)m the general question of infant salvation, there 
is every reason why believing parents, who have 
cast their children on their own covenant Grod, 
should be comforted when they are taken away. 
* He is not dead but sleepeth — thy son shall rise 
again,' — are the words which you may hear ad- 
dressed to you by Him who is the * Resurrection 
and the Life/ But I need not remind you where 
your comfort and strength are lodged, and from 
whom alone they can come. It is meet to do as 
the disciples of John did when their master was 
dead — to *go and tell Jesus/ for ^ Jesus wept* 
*We have not an High Priest who cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities.* " 

Mr. Laird endeared himself to his brethren 
in all his intercourse with them. " I always ad- 
mired," says the Rev. Mr. Knight of Wemyss, 
" his modest, unassuming bearing in the Presby- 
tery, associated as it was with that deep-seated 
regard for the sacred interests of truth, whicth was 
blended with the right kind of charity towards 
others. That much to be desired union of Christian 
love, with zeal for truth, and keen abhorrence of 
all that is dishonouring to God, which appeared 
so brightly in the character of the apostle John, 
fras^ I think, given in no small degt^ to \i\m " 
^^regarda the punctual fulfilment oi Tmm«^«ns\ 
^^SVeznenta, none was more to \>© d^v^xA^^ oix 
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than the subject of tliis sketch. Tlie spring of 
1844 beheld a sudden and severe snow storm 
towards the end of a week. Henry Laird was 
engaged as his father's assistant on the Sabbath, 
which was the communion at Portmoak. So heavy 
was the fall of snow, that on the ^Sabbath morning 
it was resolved to postpone the service, as compa- 
ratively few could make their way to the church. 
A messenger was despatched to Leslie, to prevent 
the minister leaving home and exposing himself 
to the storm. After buffeting the tempest for a 
little, he came to the conclusion that the young 
pastor would never attempt setting out in such a 
day, and returned to his own comfortable fireside 
at Scotland-welL But what was his amazement, 
soon after, when he saw his old minister's son 
passing his window on horseback, for nothing 
could daunt his spirit, or prevent him fulfilling 
an engagement, if within the bounds of possibility. 
On the Monday following he rode ten miles to 
Auchtermuchty, to officiate on our Thanksgiving- 
day, though the public conveyances on the road 
wore stopped, and all trace of the usual pathway 
was obliterated, and in spite of entreaties to re- 
main all night, insisted on returning home after 
the service was over, arguing that there might be 
more snow that nigbt, and Wi^ ^c^^^^^^rssiRk ^-^^^Jc^sa^ 
morrow. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SUMMER TOUBa 

** Hia are the xnountahiB, and the valleyB his, 
And the resplendent rivers. His to enjoy 
With a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence inspired, 
Can lift to Heaven an unpresumptaons eye. 
And smiling say, * My Father made them aU. 



in 



Hugh Miller speaks of '* the journeys undertaken 
for purposes of relaxation, in that state of indiffer- 
ent health, and consequent languor, which an over- 
strain of the mental faculties usually induces.'* 
The hard-working minister knows something of the 
languor here spoken of, and a summer tour is one 
of the best remedies for its removal None needed 
such annual seasons of relaxation more than Henry 
Laird, whose unremitting labours in his Master's 
service could not but tell with a depressing influ- 
ence on his physical energies. He had all the 
requisites to the full ei\joyment of such holiday 
^n^4 and lie used to return from them to his labours 
-^ Zealie with roiiowed vigour of 'bod'^ tta^iToxiA. 
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He was a great admirer of nature— loving fine 
scenery, and looking up from nature, not only to 
nature's God, but to the God of Kevelation, finding 
illustrations of the Word in the works on which he 
gazed. One summer we travelled together through 
Perthshire to Inverness, and thence to Strathpefier, 
returning by the west of Scotland. We happened 
to be at Inverness during an important jury trial, at 
which a great number of Highland drovers were 
examined as witnesses. The inns were very much 
crowded, and during night we got Uttle sleep owing 
to the continued noise made by some of the stran- 
gers from the north, who were quartered in a room 
above the double-bedded one where we slept. My 
conipanion, however, took this disturbance very 
calmly, remarking, "We're better off than our 
Master; for He had not where to lay His headJ^ 
Another summer we made a run for a few days to 
the north, to Dunkeld, Pitlochry, Logierait, Aber- 
feldy, and Kenmore. When he started on this 
tour, he was far from well, but improved greatly 
during the course of it. Being of a very cheerful 
and lively disposition, he eiyoyed exceedingly th^ 
diversity of character we met at the successive 
stages of our journey. As we ascended the hill 
leading to the Falls of Moness, and heard the dis* 
tant and never-ceasing B0\xn<3L oil ^^^^^s^fstO^^s^^^' 
marked—'' How forcibly doea >2£^^ \ycvs!^*^ ^«sss 
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the passage, * His voice was as i^ sound of many 
waters^* His abhorrence of anything moan and 
dishonourable came out very strongly when we 
visited Taymouth Castle. Two travellers, unsoli- 
cited by us, joined our company, and one guide 
conducted us through the grounds. On coming 
out from the dairy, he remarked to. me that our 
companions had given no donceur to the servant 
who showed us it, saying that it was evident they 
were about to see all the wonders of the Marquis's 
seat under cover of OMr contributions, — "which," he 
added — ** is very dishonourable." When we left 
our guide to re-enter Kenmore, he stepped forward, 
and giving him the usual gratuity said, with muciL 
emphasis, " This is for my friend and myself^" — a 
very clear intimation to the attaches of our party 
that they must settle accounts for themselves. Ho 
was a most pleasant travelling companion, and 
never will those who were with him on the tours 
to which I have referred forget the humour often 
visible on his countenance amid the many little 
incidents in which the pleasure of travelling greatly 
consists. We sojourned for a few days under the 
hospitable roof of the Rev. Athol Stuart of Blair- 
Athol, who was more than amazed one afternoon, 
when pointing to a hill above Shierglass, where ho 
^en resided, and remarking that we might have 
ascended it, hut he feared it would \>e \fto m>\Oia. 
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for Mr. Laird's strength, he was met by tliis an- 
notmcement — " For my strength 1 I will climb the 
hill as fast as any of you," — a feat which he forth- 
with performed, getting to the top before any of 
ns. On our way to Inverness we had an amusing 
scene at Aviemore, which the pastor of Leslie used 
often to recount in after times, stating how much 
he had enjoyed it. The coach by which we tra- 
velled was well filled, which, owing to the weather, 
had not been the case for some days before. The 
proprietors of the inn, not expecting so large a com- 
pany to dinner, had failed to make any preparation 
for the arrival of a dozen travellers, whose appetites 
were whetted by the strong mountain .air through 
which they had been driving. A scene of extra- 
ordinary disappointment and confusion ensued, — 
and the allotted " twenty minutes" having soon ex- 
pired, and the guard's horn being blown, we had 
to resume our seats on " the Duke of Wellington," 
reproaching the driver for mal-information in 
assuring us, as we drove up to the hotel door, that 
" Aviemore was a first-rate place for dining at." 

These simple iucidents in the course of summer 
travels wiU be sufficient to recal him to the memory 
of all who knew him as the cheerful happy Chris- 
tian, whose whole demeanour was calculated ^ 
recommend to others tla^ Gto^^^^l^'^^^^*^^'^'^ 
An ambassador. It was mAa^^ xcl "Oel^ ^^cc^^^^^^ 
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tercourse of life, such as was enjoyed on occasions 
similar to those referred to in this chapter, that 
one felt the truth of a remark made in referenct? 
to him — ^that "there were a sunshine and warmth 
about him which intimate friends only could ap- 
preciate, but which it would be difficult to describe.'* 



CHAPTER V. 

MINISTRY AMONG THE YOUNG. 

'' In early days the conscience has in most 
A quickness which in later life is lost " 

Mr. Laird was eminently successful in his Min- 
istry AMONG THE YouNG. He posscssed a remark- 
able power of speaking to the lambs of the flock, 
and numerous were the demands made on him for 
sermons and addresses to them from all the sur- 
rounding district, as well as from parts of the 
country more distant. ** It was in this department 
of ministerial duty," writes a co-presbyter, " that, 
80 far as I could judge, he seemed to excel He 
had a very peculiar gift in the way of making 
Divine Truth interesting and attractive to the 
youthful mind. I do not know if his discourses 
to the young were fully written out, or how they 
may read. But certainly, as delivered from his 
own warm heart and earnest soul, they were most 
effective, and many old people, after hearing him^ 
used to say, *we wishwfeoi^iiV'K^w^^^^^^tv^-^'^'^*^^ 
%/" His compliaace Vv\.\i ^^ wxgj.^^^^^ '^^^^ 
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to preach to the young which reached him from 
his brethren, did not make him neglectful of the 
lambs of his own flock. These 8hai*ed much of hia 
attention. To this day there is in Leslie a warm 
remembrance of his weekly visits to the Day 
School, and the kindly word he had for each. 
The cheerfulness which lit up the flEices of the 
young when he entered among them, his familiar 
mode of speaking to them, the power he had of 
keeping the most perfect order by the holding up 
of his hand, which we almost think we see now as 
we pen these lines, all told of the influence he had 
over the youthful mind. Precious are the memen« 
toes of his many labours among them, by means 
of Sabbath Schools and adult classes, quarterly 
sermons, and missionary meetings specially for 
their behoo£ His method of conducting his adult 
class, appears from the following note, which I re- 
ceived firom him on one occasion when we had 
exchanged pulpits. 

*' I trust the Master himself will come with you, 
and will put words in your mouth whereby souls 
shall be benefited. I am sorry the weather is 
again changed for the worse. The roads, I fear, 
will be very bad to-morrow, which tends to make 
thin churches, but if there be two or three, and our 
^macjous Lord one oi the number, there will be no 
^^plaint that the meetings aro poot. ^ uq^ 
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fatigued, it would be an additional favour if you 
would keep my adult class for a short while. It 
meets immediately after worship in the afternoon. 
The lessons for Sabbath are Heb. v., to be read by 
the class, and explained to them, and the Hfth and 
sixth questions of the Shorter Catechism. There 
is also a doctrine to be proved, " Christ's kingly 
office,'* but my plan with the doctrine of late, has 
been merely to give it out, and leave it with tlie 
class to write out the proof passages at home. At 
present we are going through a course on *the 
Person and Offices of Christ.* If you keep the 
class, be so good as give out as the last of the 
course, * Christ is the Head of the Church, and 
Head over all things to the Church.* Tell the 
class that this is the last of the present course of 
doctrines, and I expect them to give in the whole 
in writing the next Sabbath we meet.'* 

In this department of his ministry, Mr. Laird 
laboured not in vain. 

" One of the first-fruits of his ministry,'* writes 
one of his former flock, "was a youngwoman, a mem- 
ber of his class, who was seriously impressed at a 
prayer meeting, the subject of the address being 
*The treasure hid in the field.' In prayer he 
pleaded much for those who might be seeking the 
Saviour with tears ; and sxida. ft\ift x^\iX\TaWR>\ife.^6» 
truly her own case, that she -^^^ VxA^^^^^v^ v^^?^ 
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to him foT direction and counsel He eamertly 
niged the necessity of constant prayer that the 
Spirit might take of the things of Christy and shew 
them unto her. She was bng an invalid^ and 
Mr. Laird visited her regularly during her illness, 
which in the end proved fatal^ but not till she had 
found peace. To another member of his class who 
was on her death-bed, his visits were very refEesh* 
ing. He reminded her, and an intimate oompaniony 
that they had heard much about Christy but Uiat 
would not save them. They must be in Chast, 
for to such there is no condemnation, no wiath, no 
second death. He besought them to 'go to the 
foot of the cross, crying, 'if I perish, I will periah 
here,' though, blessed be God, none ever perished 
or could perish there.' He helped them much by 
his counsel as well as by his prayers, often dwell- 
ing on the importance of choosing good company, 
and pressing the exercise of charity in judging 
of others. ' If no good can be said, then remain 
silent,' was a favourite advice of his, and one 
fEuthfully acted on by himself. Another who 
benefited by his ministrations was particularly 
aroused by hearing an address from the prayer of 
the thief on the cross. There was one young man 
in whom he took a deep interest, and whom he 
^^ad muob pleasure in visiting on his deathbed. 
^o i^egard tiiey nuinifested fox eax^ c^X^st^^i^ 
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gieaty and Mt. Laird often spoke of the last time 
he saw him, when he was unable to speak, but his 
last look signified, 'we'll meet again.' One who 
gires satisfaGtoiy evidence <of being in Chiist^ told 
me of being deeply impressed one evening at the 
class, when the question, * What is effectual call- 
ing?' was being explained. Mr. Laird entreated 
them all to go to their kn^es when they retired, 
and pray oyer ihe question, substituting the sin- 
gular number throughout^ and her feeling was, ' if 
she had had the whole world, she would will- 
ingly haye resigned it to be able heartily to do so.' 
About twenty of the members of the class formed 
a prayer meeting, which was attended with no 
small measure of success. Some returned to the 
world, but many remained stedfast." 

Such is the tribute given to the success of his 
ministry among the young, by one who was herself 
a member of his Female Classes. One who was 
privileged to attend his Young Men's Class, says, 

''Amid his multitudinous labours, he did not 
overlook the young men of his congregation. He 
met with them in the manse at first on the Sabbath 
eyenings, and latterly during the week. At these 
meetings the Confession of Faith, and the Epistles 
to the Romans and Hebrews, were the subjects of 
exposition, and never shall 'w^ iot%<i\» "^^^^^^sssr^ ^ 
Diviae Truih then preseii^^^ \.o «va xc^^'' '''^^siSk 
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appreciation of his labours by those who Enjoyed 
them, was indicated by occasional marks of their 
love presented to him. His feelings on these 
occasions are expressed in two letters addressed by 
him in acknowledgment of such gifta 

'' Leslie, 3d January 1850. 

"My Dear Friends, — I received your very 
handsome and quite nne3q>ected New Yearns gift 
on Monday evening, and would now express my 
warmest thanks for your kind acknowledgment of 
my labours among yoiL Although *I seek not 
yours but you,' be assured I accept of your present 
with much gratification, e8j)ecially because I am 
disposed to regard it as an intimation from you 
that the exercises of the class have been profitable 
to your souls. 

'* It has been my endeavour to promote your 
true edification, not to amuse you with trifles or 
useless speculations, but to inform your minds 
with respect to the great things of the Law and 
of the Gospel, and to impress your hearts with a 
sense of the supreme importance of the ' great sal- 
vation.' If it please Grod to spare me, it shall 
still, and I trust more than ever, be my aim to 
advance your highest good, by frequently ' stirring 
trp your minds by Way of remem\i\anfic,' and lead- 
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ing yon forward to new attainments in the know- 
ledge of the Divine oracles. 

" From the first, I have felt it a pleasant duty 
to meet with yon at the Sabbath evening class. 
I have reason to believe that a few, at least, have 
received saving impressions at it Some of these 
may have removed to other places, or may have 
gone to their 'long home;' and some, it may be, 
are still present with ns. Did I know of but one 
such case, I would feel myself rewarded for any 
labour I have bestowed upon you ; but, my dear 
£riends, I would fain hope things that accompany 
salvation, with respect to not a few of your num- 
ber; yea, my heart's desire for you all is, that you 
may be saved. In entering on the duties of an- 
other year, let me request that I may be encouraged 
by a regular attendance on the part of you all, 
dven as I have all along been by the punctuality 
and attention of many among you. 

" In conclusion, I would most heartily join with 
you in praying that the gentle showers of grace, 
and the genial breezes of the Holy Spirit, may 
accompany all the exercises of the class, so that 
the Word of Life may be felt in its sweetness and 
in its power ; and so that you may all grow in the 
knowledge of Jesus, whilst I am made glad by 
seeing and hearing that yo\i '^«X^\x!L*^'^^scQSitCl 

'' With many prayers tt\ait \^\^«t ^^Qwso. ^ssSi^^ 
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blessings may rest upon you all^ — I am your most 
affectionate Pastor." 

The second of these letters was penned a very 
short time before his death — an event anticipated 
neither by himself nor by those to whom he 
wrote: — 

<^ Leslie, Janimry 2, 1852. 

" My Dear Friends, — Your New Year's pre- 
sent I received yesterday morning. It was alto- 
gether unexpected, but not on tliat account less 
acceptable. I need not say that I highly appre- 
ciate your kindness, and that I take this new ex- 
pression of your esteem as an additional incitement 
to aim at your highest good, as well as a pledge 
on your part that spiritual instruction is what you 
most of all desire to obtain. 

** Allow me to say, that I value your gift all the 
more on account of the judicious selection of books 
which you have made. There are two great volumes 
in which God reveals himself to man — the one is 
the volume of Creation, and the other that of 
Kevelation. The former is sufficiently clear in 
what it teaches of God, to leave all men ' without 
excuse,' (Bom. L 20); but the latter can alone 
disclose the way of a sinner^s salvation. As a help 
A7 ^Ae Interpretation of the volume of Creation, 
^ ate least one Jepartment of ita dvacoNVitvfia, \)ii^tfi; 
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is no book to which I would assign a higher 
place than ' Miller's Footprints,' and as an aid to 
the interpretation of the volume of inspiration, 
* Fairbairn's Typology * may now be regarded as a 
standard work. If to the two volumes I have 
mentioned I should add a third — ^the volume of 
Providence — then in * Hetherington's History' 
there is contained a faithful narration of the doings 
of God in His providence in behalf of the Church 
of our fathers. An eminent servant of God used 
to say, that he read the newspapers to see how his 
heavenly Father was governing the world; much 
more may * Hetherington's History of the Church 
of Scotland' be read to see how Jesus, as the ex- 
alted Head, superintends all the affairs of His 
Church on earth, supports His martyrs and con- 
fessors in testifying for His name, and overrules 
all things for the advancement of His own gra- 
cious purposes. 

" The three works with which you have kindly 
presented me, are thus devoted to the interpreta^ 
tion of three distinct volumes — Creation, Kevela- 
tion, and Providence. * Miller^ s Footprints' traces 
God in one department of those works of His 
which are all so great —sought out of all them that 
have pleasure therein. 'Fairbairn's Typology' traces 
Christ and the Gospel in all the tN[^<2^ q.1 ^^^si.^^^^^ 
Testament, and shows \x.on« Q,oxa:^<b\i^^Ns^ ^^^^^^ 
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grace and trath wUcIi have come by Jeans Cluisty 
we have a counterpart to the figures and shadows 
that have passed away. And then Hetherington's 
interesting work traces the hand of God in the 
history of the Church of our Others — showing that 
He, without whom not a sparrow falls to the 
ground, takes special care of His Church, over* 
turns the desire of h^ enemies^ and brings her 
forth out of all her troubles, ' Mr as the moon, clear 
as the sun, terrible as an army with bannera' 

^ But without saying more, I have again to thank 
you for your kind expression of goodwill and 
esteem. At this season, when others are sending 
their congratulations to their firiends, I have 
nothing better to wish on your behalf tiian what 
John wished on behalf of his w^beloved Gbsob, 
(3 John v. 2). 

^ With respect to each of you, my eaniest wish 
is that your souls may prosper, and be in health. 
^ I have no greater joy than to hear that you walk 
in the truth.' — ^Believe me to be your affection* 
ate Pastor." 

Mr. Laird's two last public services were in 

connexion with the young. On the evening of 

the last Sabbath of his ministry at Leslie, he 

jfraacbed to the Sabbath scholars in Kinglassie, 

^od on the following Tuesday wesaV V> ^n^ W 
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address the annual meeting of the young in con- 
nexion with the flock of the Eev. Thomas 'W. 
Brown, who has kindly favoured us with the fol- 
lowing statement, in connexion with what proved 
the winding up of Mr. Laird's public labours : — 

" After the lapse of eight years, my impression 
of his visit is much less vivid than it was at tlie 
time, deepened as that impression was by his sub- 
sequent death. I remember well, however, that, 
although labouring under physical depression, in- 
duced by too abundant exertions in Dundee and 
elsewhere just before, he was exceedingly cheer- 
ftil, and the conversation which we had together 
was full of interest. He came on the forenoon of 
Tuesday, and left next morning, so that I did not 
see much of him then ; but his entire bearing was 
that of a single-minded and upright servant of 
Christ At the evening meeting he spoke to the 
children from those words in Acts xL 26, * A whole 
year.' His address was very effective, and was 
listened to with the deepest attention, both by old 
and young. 

" A gratifying circumstance resulting from Mr. 
Laird's visit, I may here mention. Having occa- 
sion to be in Burntisland during the summer fol- 
lowing, I picked up in a bookseller^s shop a copy 
of the address just alluded to. Ix^aALS^^Sfi^^'^^^ 
emotion, and thinking tiiat Vxi XJo^^a ^«sn 'vs^-ci. *>^ 
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might be of service to some whose hearts had not 
been reached by it before, I'forwarded it to one 
of the teachers of the Sabbath-school, desiring him 
to state the circumstances to the children at their 
meeting next Lord's day, and to read the discourse 
in whole or in part in their hearing. This was 
done according to my wish, and I heard no more 
of it. But not long since a Christian young man, 
who in 1852 was in my Sabbath-school, and is 
now a Sabbath-School teacher in Glasgow, asked 
me, in the course of conversation, if I remembered 
the above fisicts, and then stated that the public 
reading of Mr. Laird's sermon, in connexion with 
his previous visit and early death, was blessed of 
God to awaken a train of thought which ultimately 
issued (as he believed) in his conversion. Thus 
our lamented friend, being dead, yet spaka" 



CHAPTER VL 

CLOSING DAT& 

^ Servant of Ood, well done, 
Best from thy loved employ : 
The battle fought, the viotoiy won, 
Enter thy Kaster's joy. 

The Yoioe at midnight came. 

He started up to hear, 
A mortal arrow pierced his heart, 

He fell, but felt no fear." 

Thb physical frame of the pastor of Leslie was by 
no means robust^ yet he seldom had a silent Sab- 
bath dining his nine years' ministiy. We have 
akeady seen, from the notices of the preyiotis chap- 
ter, how busily engaged he was up to the very 
moment when the hand of the Loid was laid on 
him. He had often been remonstrated with by 
brethren and friends against undertaking an 
amount of engagements, which seemed to them far 
beyond his strengtL His great acceptabiUty led 
to many demands being made on him, while his 
willingness to work in his MaaW^ ^^TTkRfc^vasL^\s». 
ieadme88 to oblige, pipnip\/Q^ «si ^^YE£Nai^^^»is^««- 
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to many calls, which a prudent regard to his own 
licalth would have led him to decline. For some 
Tiionths previous to his death he had, however, suf- 
fc.red greatly from weakness. He was asked to take 
charge of the Presbyterian Church at Gibraltar dur- 
ing the last winter of his life, but after consulting 
with his friends he did not deem it his duty to 
amende to the request. 

In returning home from Alva, he attended a 
juoeting of Presbytery at Kirkcaldy, and his appear- 
ance there is thus referred to by Mr. Forman of 
Loven : — "The last time I saw him was on the 
Wednesday of the week before his death. We 
sat next to one another at the dinner-table, and 
(>i)Hr>rving that he ate sparmgly, I ascertained that 
Im felt very poorly. On pressing some further in- 
'|uiric8, I found that he had been pursuing an 
almost unintermitting round of labours in preach- 
ing, addressing meetings, and exhorting Sabbath- 
Hchools. I anxiously urged him on his return to 
L(}.slic, U) take advice, and especially to devote a 
tiiuci to (Mitire rest. The following week brought 
ma the intimation that my dear and valued young 
iricnd had indeed entered upon his rest, but it was 
^ the rest which remaineth for the people of God* 
— the holy and blesse^l repose of those who 'rest 
yrojzi thoir labours, and whose works do follow 
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When he reached Leslie that night, it was to lie 
down on the couch from which he never rose. A 
slight attack of fever seemed to threaten no fatal 
result. On the Thursday of the following week, 
he was visited hy Mr. Spiers of Kinglassie, with 
whom he conversed chiefly on the subject of his 
people and the supply of his pulpit. His brother- 
in-law, Mr. Swinton of Portmoak, was with him 
later in the evening, and left him under the fond 
impression that his indisposition was only of a 
temporary nature, and would soon pass away. 
The servant in the manse having been, ailing, 
had been that day removed to her mother's 
house, and so little was any change to the worse 
anticipated, that his sisters were alone with him 
that night. Towards midnight a perceptible alter- 
ation took place, and on the arrival of Dr. Baillie 
of Markinch, who was promptly sent for, it was 
evident that his strength was inadequate to cope 
with the disease. In a fewhours, the spirit of Henry 
Laird pa^ed to be with Jesus. He died at three 
o'clock on the morning of Friday, 6th Feb., 1852. 

He was scarcely able to leave any dying testimony ; 
but such was not needed. His life was a witness 
to his faith and holiness. Among other short sen- 
tences which he ejaculated, was one in -wlxk^v Vs^ 
requested his sisters to \e\) \i\a \stci*0cL<5^ '"^ss. ^Ow^. 
ministry, Mr Forman, Vao^ \io^ tcwcNx \»^^'^^ofiwi^ 

a 
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he had been by a conversation with him some time 
before. "This," says Mr Forman, "was probably 
a conversation which occurred between us a few 
months before his death. He had preached for me 
at Leven, and in the evening, when others had re- 
tired to rest, we prolonged a conversation on which 
we had previously entered. Personal religion, in 
its anxious importance, occupied the earlier part of 
it, but gradually we had transferred ourselves to 
the responsibilities, the difficulties, and encourage- 
ments of the Christian ministry, and so deeply en- 
grossed, were we that when one of us looked his 
watch, we found that it was beyond three o'clock 
in the morning. But I had many conversations 
with him, and I need not say how refreshing and 
profitable. For though he was naturally modest 
and retiring, yet when, in the confidence of friendship, 
he unbosomed himself without reserve, all who en- 
joyed his intimacy know what fervour of piety, com- 
l)ine<l with ripeness of judgment, pervaded his 
discourse." 

Deep, indeed, was the mourning, not only 
among the members of his own flock, but through- 
out the entire population of Leslie, when the tid- 
ings spread next day that Henry Laird was no 
jijore. The grief experienced in Leslie was shared 
throughout nil the surrounding i\\ft\.v\v^\ and many 
« ^ar wae alwd by old and youTvgm\Jii'wVvQ>\ft.\v\^ 
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name was associated with all that was "lovely and 
of good report" 

On the Sabbath after his death, the hymn to be 
repeated in the Sabbath-school, according to the 
yearly " Scheme of Lessons," prepared by his own 
hand, was the 43d paraphrase, " You now must hear 
my voice no more." The teachers were greatly 
struck by the coincidence, and the desire was 
powerfully felt that suitable improvement of it 
should be made to the children, but all were so 
deeply affected that none were able to 'do it. 

When the funeral day arrived, the depth of 
feeling occasioned by his sudden removal was 
manifested both by the large attendance of minis- 
ters and others, and by the emotion visible in the 
church, where service was conducted by Mr. Cou- 
per of Burntisland, as well as in the manse. The 
long line of mourners, who bore the remains of the 
departed to their resting-place in the family bury- 
ing ground in Portmoak, presented a scene which 
reminded many of the record of Stephen's burial, 
when we are told that " they made great lamenta- 
tion over him." 

To a weeping and much-affected congregation, 
this mournful event was improved on the follow- 
ing Sabbath in two funeral sermons, preached by 
the Kev. Dr. Alexander oi ¥LkVesjX.^'^^«s^.^*^^s!^'^^ > 
Mr, Murray of Newburgli. 1\v^ ^\»^^^ '^'^^ *^'=*'; 
ills memory in other coraeta oi >i>aa nvc^^^z!^ "« 
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appear from the following incident in connection 
with Mr. Murray's sermon : — Mr. Laird was the 
originator of a meeting of several brethren in the 
ministry for fellowship and prayer. It was held 
periodically in one another's manses during the 
day, there being a meeting in the church in the 
evening, when addresses on various subjects w^e 
deUvered. This meeting fell to be held at Auch^ 
{ termuchty two days after his funeral sermon was 

preached. From his having been so frequently 
among my people^ it was arranged that Mr. Mur- 
ray should deliver in my pulpit on the Tuesday 
vening the sermon preached by him on the pre- 
i ceding Sabbath at Leslie. This arrangement was 

j 80 appreciated by my flock, that we had that even- 

j ing a very large attendance, and many were in 

tears as they listened to the touching delineation 
; of the character of one whose frequent presence 

I among them on Sacramental and other occasions 

was always highly valued 

The estimate which Mr. Laird's co-presbyteis 
formed of his personal character and public minis- 
try, is attested in the following minute, drawn up 
by them after his death : — 

" The Presbytery records, with deep sorrow, the 

loss it has sustained in the death of the late Henij 

Moncrieff Laird of Leslie. 

"'The memory of the iuat \b \Ae«MA: \X. \» 

-DO/ la the epirit of eulogy iovrai^ oitf6 ^Vo^ «fl 
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gular delicacy and modesty of mind would have 
made him shrink from any tribute to himself, that 
his brethren feel called upon to roister a few 
characteristics of their departed friend. It is as a 
memorial that may benefit them or others who 
shall succeed them in the ministry of the GospeL 
The Presbytery feels that it has got a precious 
legacy in " the memory," while the brother who 
bequeathed it has been taken away. He was 
eminently characterised by a simplicity and godly 
sincerity transparent in all his character and de- 
meanour. There was conjoined with this a uni- 
form chasteness and propriety of conduct, preserv- 
ing the ministerial in deportment even when most 
withdrawn from the peculiar offices of a minister. 
He seemed always to live near to the Holy of 
Holies. His kindness, his amiability, his prompt- 
ness to oblige, his ready mind to every good work, 
were personal qualities which better preserve them- 
selves in the hearts of his brethren than on the mere 
page of an unconscious record. But it is specially 
as a devoted and laborious minister of the Gospel 
that his brethren feel privileged to cherish his 
memory. 

" In labours more abundant, inscribed itself, if 
on any ministry, specially on his. With a frame 
not the most robust, he pio\i«i\i\^ -^^a T^aN. ^s^sx:s^'?»sa»^'^ 
bj any of his brethren m \\v^ Ta\3X^:Y\?^^^ «».^ '^^^^ 
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duity of hiB labours. He signally illustrated the 
record, ' preach the Word,' be instant in season and 
out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
suffering and doctrine/ His brethren, his own 
congregation, the congregations generally of the 
district, have not forgotten the impressive and re- 
freshing appeals which often fell from his lips in 
the pulpit — refreshing, for they breathed the very 
soul of christian fervour and scriptural simplicity. 
In happy harmony with . the general tenor of his 
ministry, it scarcely sustained an arrest till its very 
close. He was pursuing his manifold and assi* 
duous duties when his Master said. It is enough : 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. The Presby- 
tery bows to the Divine dispensation, and it desires 
to conclude this brief sketch in the terms of apo8> 
tolic acknowledgment: ^We thank God, in eveiy 
remembrance of our brother, for the exceeding 
grace of God in him.* 

** Kirkcaldy, 31st March 1852.*' 
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On a tablet to his memory, in the Free Church 
of Leslie, is engraved the following inscription : — 

£R£CT£D 
IN MEMORY OF THE 

REV. H. M. LAIRD, 

FIRST FREE CHURCH MINISTER OF LESLIE, 

WHO DIED 6th FEBRUARY 1852, 

IN THE d5TH YEAR OF HIS AGE, AND 9TH OF HIS MINISTRY. 



WALKING WITH GOD, AND BEING FERVENT IN THE SPIRIT, 
HE SPAKE AND TAUGHT DILIGENTLY THE THINGS OF 

THE LORD. 
THE MEEKNESS OF WISDOM, AND THE GENTbENESS OF 

CHRIST, 

MADE HIM LOVELY IN HIS UFE; 

IN THE REDEEMER HE RESTED AT DEATH 

IN THE HOPE OF A GLORIOUS 

RESURRECTION. 

FOR HE WAS A GOOD MAN, AND FULL OF THE 

HOLY GHOST AND OF FAITH, 

AND MUCH PEOPLE WAS ADDED UNTO THE LORD. 

" THY WILL BE DONE. " 
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To the foregoing tributes little need be added 
licie. There "was in the " brother l>elov(;d," whoso 
early removal so many mourn, a singular -combiua- 
tion of many admirable qualities both of mind and 
lieart, and these so well poised as to make up a 
character of great beauty and worth. With re- 
inarka])]e kindliness and gentleness of manner 
wore blended great firmness and decision, and 
most uncompromising stedfastness in defence of 
God's truth. Even the men of the world, who 
thought liirn too strict, could not but respect and 
admire his consistency of character, while tho 
urbanity of his disposition disarmed prejudice and 
won the esteem of all classes of the community. 
In taking a retrospective glance of the foregoing 
sketch, and recalling to memory and putting ou 
rocord the many traits of excellence by which ho 
was distinguished, " let us look to what God was 
pleased to make him, that all the glory may bo 
given to the Divine workman." 



^^tt ^^^ 



I, BOOM IN CHEIST AND IN HEAVEN FOB ALL 
WHO SEEK THE LORD EARLY. 

IL A VOICE FROM THE GRAVE. 



The first of these addresses to the young was 
print<id during Mr. LainVs lifetime, for private dis- 
tribution ; and the second, as will be seen from the 
prefatory note, was published soon after his d(«ith. 
Tliey are again presented to the i)ublic, in the 
belief tliat tliose who heard them delivered, or 
perused them some years ago, may value them in 
th(;ir j)resent form. 

J. R 



ROOM m CHRIST ASD IN HEAVEN FOR ALL 
WHO SEEK THE LOIO EABLY. 



"And yet there is room." — Luke xiv. 22. 

My Young Friends, — I have been sent to bid you 
all to a great feast — a fe^t made by a gi-eat King. 
The sheep and oxen are killed ; every thing needed 
at the feast is prepared ; and I am bid tell you to 
come and eat, for all things are ready. But before 
pressing you to come to this great feast, I must 
explain what I mean ; and this I shall do by the 
following parable. 

There was once a rich man, who made a great 
supper, and asked a great many people to come and 
eat of it. When supper time had come, he sent 
his servant to put the guests in mind, and to say 
to them, Come, for all things are now ready ; but 
they would not come ; and what kind of excuses 
do you think they made 1 One said, I have bought 
some land, and I would like first to go and see it ; 
another said, I have bought some oxen, and I must 
go and prove them — tiy Kow ^;k'c^ ^*^ ^^\s5^\ "sx^ 
a third said, I have maYiievl ^ nnVI^,^\x^^'^'^^'^^^"^'^^ 
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cannot come. None of these men would come to tfc^ 
King's supper. Some were farmers, and they pre- 
tended that they could not leave their farms so long ; 
others were merchants, and they would not leave 
their counting-houses ; and others again were taken 
up with family cares, and they too wished to be let 
ofF. They all made excuses. The servant came 
home and told his master that the guests despised 
his invitation, and would not come to his supper. 
Then the King was very angiy, and told his servant 
to run out quickly " into the streets and lanes of 
the city," and to bring in all the poor and miser- 
able objects he could find. So the servant did as 
he was bid, and then came back again to his mast'er 
and said, I have done as thou didst bid me, " and 
yet there is room," Then the King told him to go 
out to the highways and hedges, and meet the 
labourers as they were returning from their work, 
weary and tired, and to compel — that is, to press 
and persuade — ^them to come in, that his house 
might be filled ; for, said the King, none of those 
men who were first bidden shall taste of *my 
supper. 

Now, my young friends, this is a parable, and I 

daresay most of you know what it means. God is 

the lich man I have been speaking of, who made 

iAe ^eat supper; Christ and aa\v«L\\oTL w^ thft 

supper; sinnera are the guests *, and iQm\^«ta wa 
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the servants who are sent to bid people come to 
this great feast. The servants were first sent to 
the Jews to bid them to the supper, but they 
would not come. They thought they were rich, 
and did not need it : only a few poor people — a 
few publicans and sinners — ^gathered, as it were, 
in the streets and lanes of their cities, came ; so 
that the house of the great King was not nearly 
fiUed, and the servants came and said, "Yet there 
is room.'* Then these servants were told to go 
away and preach Christ to the Grentiles, and from 
the hedges and highways of heathen lands to bring 
poor sinners to Jesus, that they might find mercy 
and live for ever. Now, you know, it is eighteen 
hundred years and more since the servants of the 
great King of Heaven have been running to and fro 
through the world, to tell poor perishing souls that 
there is a great feast provided, — "bread enough 
and to spare," — ^if they would only come and eat 
of it ; still, very few will listen. Most people say, 
let us alone a little longer ; we will come to the 
feast, but not just yet. You would think it strange 
were a poor beggar to die of hunger, at the very 
time when a rich man was pressing him to come to 
his table and eat freely, "without money and with- 
out price;*" yet this is just what thousands of poor 
Banners are doing. They at^ ^c^m^l^s^^^sJs* ^"^os^ 
bre»d and the water o£ \\i^ a\. ^hx^e^ n^t^ ^^xss-^^^^'*^^ 
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they are invited to come to the table of the gr^ 
King, " for all things are ready." God has sezz. 
many servants to tell men to come to Clirist, but, 
oh ! they will not come. Some love the worlds 
some their pleasures, and some their friends, mon 
than Christ ; so they say, " we pray thee have m 
excused." Many, it is true, have come already. 
You remember, that once when Peter preached, 
three thousand came on one day. Long ago, a 
great many in Scotland came to Jesus and found 
mercy, and many more have been coming in oui 
own day : still ministers can go to God in prayei 
and say, "Lord, draw more, for yet there is room;" 
and they can come out to their people and say, 
" Come, oh ! come to the Saviour, and come to 
Heaven, for yet there is room." 

Well, my young friends, I hope you all now un- 
derstand what I said at the beginning, when I told 
you I was sent to bid you to a great feast. I am 
one of the servants of the great King, and am bid 
say to you all, " Come, come to Jesus, and come 
to the King's palace, which is Heaven, for yet 
there is room." Now, I cannot tell how many have 
already come to Jesus ; but I am sure of this, 
there is room still in the heart of Jesus for the 
very youngest among you all ; for you know He 
^»r4 ^'Siijffer the little children to comQ \uito me, 
^Qd forbid them not, for of sucli \a Wv^'fem^^o^iQ 
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God." Nor can I tell how many have already gone 
to Heaven, and are at this moment singing songs 
before the throne ; but one thing I know, Heaven 
is not yet full — there is still room for you if you 
will only come in by Jesus as the door. You have 
all heard of John Bunyan, who wrote the PilgrirrCs 
Progress. He was once a very wicked and profane 
man. He mocked at religion and religious people ; 
but God had pity upon him, and gave him a new 
heart, so that he became a very pious and holy man. 
" He was like a wild beast, but God tamed him." 
Now, this little text, **Yet there is room," was one 
that struck John Bunyan very much, and made him 
very anxious about his soul. "Yet there is room," 
thought he to himself, what does that meani romji, 
where? A voice seemed to whisper, room in Christ, 
room in Heaven ; but what, he asked again, can 
there be room for me, so vile a sinner ? — for me, 
who have hated Christ, and laughed at religion 1 
Oh, yes ! the voice seemed to reply, there is room 
for the vilest that will come just now, but no room 
for those who put off. "Yet there is room;" that 
is to say, there is room to-day, but perhaps there 
will not be room to-morrow. Now, when John 
Bunyan thought on these words, he was in great 
distress about his soul. He saw there was some 
hope for him, though, a "vWa «xA ^^^Sr^sa^^^s^^^'^s^ 
hut he saw also tliat t\vet^ n^^ "s^^ *^^^^ ^a^s^'^^ 
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The door of the ark seemed standing open to re* 
ceive him, but he did not know how soon it might 
be shut; so he cried, " Lord, save me, I perish ;" 
and, like a man who was deeing for his life, he ran 
into the outstretched arms of Jesus and found 
mercy. 

L There is room for you in Chrufty if you will 
only ^^seek Him in earnest, and seek Him in time.'' 
An old man once took me away to see the place in 
the church-yard, where his wife and a dear son were 
buried; and, with the big tears running down his 
aged face, he said, " Oh, Sir ! a father's heart is a 
strange thing : there is room in it for each of his 
children, and for their mother too." Even so, I 
say, of the heart of Jesus ; it is a strange heart : 
there is room in it for all, and for each one of his 
people. Mary Magdalene, Peter who denied his 
Lord, the dying thief^ the three thousand who were 
converted on the day of Pentecost, Saul the perse- 
cutor, the jailor of Philippi, John Bunyan, and 
John Newton, and thousands more as vile as they, 
have found room in the Saviour's heart ; " and yet 
there is room** in that heart for you and for me an< 
for all who will come to Him, and will cry in righ 
earnest, ^'Lord, remember me ;" ''Lord, save m 
I perish." Christ's heart beats warmly towar 
/KTor idnners; and so ready is he to receive all ^ 
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come to him, that I never heard of any one being 
refused, or "cast out." When he was upon earth, 
one day as he passed along the road between J eru- 
Balem and Jericho, two blind men were sitting by 
the wayside begging; and, hearing that Jesus passed 
by, they cried out, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy upon us." He called them to come unto 
him, and then told them to open their eyes and 
look up ; and when they did so, they saw every 
thing plainly. Another daj^ a man all covered 
with leprosy came running to him, and, falling 
down at his feet, cried out, " Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean." Jesus pitied him, and 
said, " I will, be thou clean." One day, a poor 
diseased woman, who had spent all she had upon 
doctors, and was no better, but rather worse, came 
behind him in the crowd, and touched the hem of 
his garment ; and all at once she felt herself made 
perfectly whole. Another day, at the gate of a 
city, he saw people carrying a coffin, in which lay 
the dead body of a young man. The mother was 
there : she was a widow ; and this was her only 
eon they were going to bury. The tender heart of 
Jesus bled for her ; so when he saw the funeral 
procession, " he had compassion on her, and said 
unto her, weep not;" and then, going up to the 
bier, he touched it, and said to the dead man, 
" arise f and immediately the man looked up, and 
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came to life again : and oh ! how happy would that 
widow be when her only son was restored to her 
again, so that she could say, This my son was dead, 
but he is alive again ; he was lost to me, but now 
he is found; and how delighted would all the 
people be when, instead of laying the dead in the 
grave, they could return home, saying one to an- 
other," we have seen strange things to-day V You 
see, then, my young Mends, that the heart of Jesus 
beats very tenderly towards poor sinners. It is, I 
may say, a large heart ; so large that, though many 
have found a place in it already, there is still room 
for more. Did you ever hear of any not finding 
room in it who really sought it? I never did. 
Would any of you like to find room in the warm 
heart of Jesus ? that is to say, would you like to 
have a share in his love ? then listen to what your 
hymn says — 

** Come, ye sixmerSt poor and wretched, 
Come, *ti8 mercy's welcome hour; 
JesiiB ready etands to save you, 
Full of pity, love, and power : 
He is able, 
He is willing— doubt no more. 

** Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Lost and ruined by the fall; 
liyom tarry till you're better. 
Too will never come at alV*. 
Not the righteous, 
SinnerBf Jesus came U> caXLT 
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Now, my young friends, I would like to ask you 
a question. Do you think you have found room 
in Jesus 1 You have seen a hen followed by a 
number of chickens — ^you have seen her turn her 
eye up towards the sky — far up, almost out of 
sight, she sees a hawk, steadying itself in the air 
over-head — all at once she gives a loud sharp cry — 
it is the signal of danger — and, though perhaps they 
never heard that cry before, the chickens all under- 
stand it, and run as fast as they can, and hide under 
their mother's wing. Now, Jesus says, he is will- 
ing to *' gather you in his arms," and to fold you 
in his bosom, '^ even as a hen thus gathereth her 
chickens under her wings :" still, I am afraid many 
of you have never sought to hide your giiilty heads 
under the Eedeemer's wings ; and the reason per- 
haps is this — you never saw any danger, and never 
heard a voice crying aloud, " flee, oh I flee, from 
the wrath to come !'' I have heard of some sailors 
who, in the time of a great storm at sea, laughed at 
the waves, and went down thoughtless and merry- 
hearted to the bottom of the deep. What do you 
think they did I When their ship was broken on 
the rocks, and was ready to go to pieces, and when 
they saw they must perish — instead of commend- 
ing their souls to God in prayer, they hoisted 
the brandy-cask upon ^wj^t, ^\A tos:^ "^^ "^^"^ 
forgot their danger •, wdA, m ^iJclaTs^^^»^'^ ^^rs^^s^^ 
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laughter, they went down to the bottom of the sea, 
and very soon their voices were hushed in death. 
Ah I you will say, these were foolish men : thoir 
songs were out of place — their laughter was " the 
laughter of fools." Yes ; they were indeed foolish 
men ; but not a bit more so than hundreds in this 
wicked and stupid world, who seem trying who will 
run fastest on the way to hell, and who are laugh- 
ing and making merry, while the flames of the lake 
of fire are rolling underneath them. 

In walking along the streets on a market-day, 
what do you see and hear ? You see hundreds of 
faces apparently very happy, and you hear on every 
side the voice of laughter and of joy. Now, the 
laughter of most of these is just as foolish and as 
much out of place as the laughter of those sailors 
I have told you about And why? because, while 
they rejoice, devils rejoice too ; but could tears bo 
shed in Heaven, angels would weep. Perhaps some 
of you will think I wish you to be sad and gloomy. 
Ah ! no ; God knows I do not. I wish you to bo 
fkr happier than this world will ever make you ; 
but that is just the reason why I would like to see 
you giving up your young hearts to Jesus. I would 
not wish to see you merry and thoughtless for a 
few days upon earth, and then weeping through a 
long eternity among devils and ruined men. Surely 
It is very Bad to see any man making merry so long 
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ae he is unconverted and has not come to Christy 
because that man, for anything he knows, may be 
within a few steps of hell, and may have nothing 
between him and the lake of fire except the brittle 
thread of life, which at any time may be snapped 
asunder. Now, perhaps many of you are Christ- 
less, and yet you are light-hearted and thoughtless. 
" I do not deny," said a holy man, "that there are 
pleasures to be found out of Clirist. The song, and 
the dance, and the exciting game, are very engaging 
to young hearts ; but, ah ! is it not an awful thing 
to be merry when you are unsaved? Is it not 
a sad thing to see an idiot laughing and making 
sport in a house which is all in flames 1 and is it 
not enough to make one shudder to see poor sinners 
merry and thoughtless when they are walking every 
day on the very brink of tliat fearful pit, * where 
there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth V " Now, my young friends, this is just your 
condition, if you have not come to Christ. You 
have heard of a little boy called James Laing. He 
loved the Saviour, and was very anxious that all his 
companions would come to Jesus too, and used to 
say, " Oh ! if they would just come, they would 
then be eic happy." I say the same to you, if you 
would only come, you would be so happy, — fax 
happier than you have ever felt all your lives; but 
il' you will not come, then you are to be pitied for. 
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your folly, and this very address which you are 
reading will witness against you at the day of 
judgment. Remember this,— you never can be 
truly happy till your souls are saved ; for, though 
you may sometimes seem to have a happy face, you 
cannot) till then, have a really light or happy heart, 
I iiave heard of a wicked and hardened man, who 
was condemned to die, and who, on going up the 
ladder to be hanged, was laughing and smiling to 
the crowd below ; but every person saw that his 
smiles were forced and unnatural Do you think 
he had a light or a happy heart ? Ah ! no. Now, 
just so will it be with you, so long as you remain 
out of Christ, and do not seek "room" in His 
heart and in His love. You may have smiles upon 
your £Eices, but you cannot have true joy in your 
hearts. 

Will you, then, my young fiiends, come to 
Christ? Whatever you may resolve in your hearts 
to do, I am sure none of you will say in words — no, 
we will not come. I dare say you all think of 
coming to Jesus some day, but you fancy you may 
safely put off this till you grow older. There are 
multitudes in hell who intended to seek the Lord 
0ome time, but who would not seek him ** early," 
and so they became hardened and never sought him 
at all Most people intend to seek Christ before 
ihejrdie; but they do not care about seeking Him 
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fww. Young people often say to themselves — we 
have plenty of time yet, we will wait till we are men 
and women, and then we will give our whole hearts 
to Jesus. Those who are men and women think 
— oh ! we are in the very throng and bustle of 
life, and have not much time to think about our 
souls ; we will be sure to attend to all these things 
when we become old ; and then old people think 
they have heard of some who repented on a death- 
bed, and they suppose they will do so too, so they 
also put off to another day. Ah ! my young friends, 
such thoughts as these have taken many souls to 
hell, but never brought any to heaven. You know 
there is not one text in all the Bible which bids you 
come to Christ to-morrow or any other day ; but 
there are a great many which tell you to come to 
Him " nouf* and " to-day,*' With you it may be, 
" now or never" This address comes to you on 
purpose to tell you that the door of the ark is still 
standing open, and to invite you to enter in ; and 
will none of you come 1 Oh I remember that if 
you do not come '*now,'* Christ may rise up and 
shut to the door, and so shut you out for ever; and 
He may say, like the great King in the parable, 
" that you shall never taste of his supper." " Be- 
hold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." "I love them," saith Jesus, 
" that love me ; and they that seek me early shall 
find me." 
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II. There is room in Heaven for those " who seek 
the Lord early.'* My young Mends, do you ever 
think of Heaven ? what kind of place it is, and who 
they are who are admitted into it ? You know it is 
a holy place, and none come there without first 
getting new hearts, and being made holy. But 
Heaven is not only a holy, it is also a happy place ; 
and it is a happy, just because it is a holy place, 
and because there is no sin there. You remember 
it is said, that, in Heaven, 'Hherc will be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain ; for the former things are 
passed away.'* 

** There it a land of pore delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes tlie night, 
And pleasures banish pain." 

Now, were I to ask, where you would wish to go 
when you die, I know you would all say, to Heaven. 
Well, I have to tell you, that, "yet there is room*' 
in Heaven. There are thousands of angels there ; 
but still there is room for poor sinners, whom Jesus 
came to sava I cannot tell how many have already 
gone to glory out of this world of sin and sorrow ; 
but, however many have gone before, there is still 
room for more : but, oh 1 I would have you to re* 
/vemher that there is room in Heaven only for thoM 
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who first find room in Christ. Those who will not 
come to Christ will neveif get to Heaven, for Jesus 
says, "I am the way; no man cometh unto the 
Father," or to Heaven, "hnt hy me." You know 
that Jesus is said to be preparing mansions or dwell- 
ings for all his people in Heaven ; and if you would 
only come to Him and follow Him, He would pre- 
pare a place for you too. I shall explain this to 
you by a parable. 

There was once a rich man, who had great estates, 
and who lived in a large and beautiful palace. This 
man built a number of cottages on a dist^ant corner 
of one of his estates, and let them out to a number 
of poor people. Now, this good man loved his cot- 
tagers very much, and he thought he would bring 
them to live nearer himself ; so he fitted up rooms 
for them in his own palace, ajid laid up a great deal 
of riches, and beautiful garments for them to wear, 
when they should come there ; also, he provided a 
great many precious and pleasant things — ^far more 
than I have time to tell you of just now. Well, 
after this great King, for so he was, had prepared 
a place for his cottagers, he sent carriages for them, 
and some of his own servants to bring them home 
to himself. He did not tell them when these car- 
riages were to be sent for them ; but he told them 
to be always ready, and to be looking for them 
every day. Now, all these poor people, one after 

I 
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another, were taken away from their little cottages^ 
and were carried to the ELing's own palace. Some 
of them thought it hard, at the time, to be turned 
out of their houses without longer warning ; but 
none of them thought this after they once came in 
sight of the dwellings that were prepared for them 
in the '^ better country,'' and saw all the rich and 
precious things that were laid up for them there. 
They then knew that the great King had loved and 
had been mindful of them, even when they were 
often forgetful of him ; so they all sung a song of 
praise, and, *^ lifting up their heads, they shouted 
for joy." 

Now, my young friends, I daresay most of you 
understand what this parable means. Jesus Christ 
is the rich man I have been speaking of; and 
Heaven is his palace : your bodies are some of the 
cottages he has built ; and your souls are the cot- 
tagers. If you have come to Christ, and have found 
a place in his heart, then, because He loves you, 
He would like to have you nearer himself; so He 
is preparing mansions, fitting up dwellings for you 
in his "Father^s House," and has there laid up 
great treasures for you and for all his people. Tlie 
carriages which he sends for his cottagers are 
diseases — such as measles, or fevers, or any other 
disease of which people die. T\ie&« kuock down 
i&0 cottagoB, and turn outtiie \i(ha\A\ATi\A\\svi\.>^'^ 
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servants of the great King, even the angels, carry 
these inhabitants— that is, the souls of believers — 
up into Heaven — " into the bosom of Abraham,** 
and of Abraham's God. Jesus does not tell his 
people when he is going to send for them ; but he 
tells them to be always ready to die, and to go 
home to Heaven. Now, a great number of Christ's 
cottagers have already been removed to the better 
country, and are even now singing songs before the 
throne 3 and ere long the rest will join them in 
that beautiful and glorious palace, where ^Hhere is 
no night" of darkness or of sorrow, and where "they 
have no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine ; for the glory of God lightens it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof" Oh ! how happy they 
all are in heaven ! No tears are seen there, for God 
wipes all tears away ; and nothing is heard but songs 
of joy; "and yet there is room" for you — 



Oh ! then. 



■ "in that happy land, 
Far, far away; 
Where saints in glory stand, 
Bright, bright as day." 



" Come to this happy land, 
Oome, come away; 
Why will ye doubting standi 
Why still delay?" 
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But, my young friends, if you will not come ta 
Christ, and to Heaven by Him as "the way** and 
**the door, " then I have to tell you, that there will 
be room for you in a very different place. Do you 
ask, where? I answer, "w heW^ When Judas 
hanged himself, it is said, "he went to his own 
place.** Ah, yes ! His place in hell was all pre- 
pared, and ready for him ; and so will yours be, if 
you refuse a place in heaven when that is offered 
to you. Never forget, then, that if you put off till 
there's no room for you in heaven, there will be 
room for you in hell ; for 

" There is a dreadful hell, 
And everlasting pains; 
Where sinners shall with devils dwell, 
In darkness, fire, and chains.*' 

My young friends, let me warn you, before I 
conclude, against making a wrong use of what I 
have said about there being room for you in Christ 
and in Heaven. It is a blessed truth that "ye/" 
there is room ; but, oh I remember there will not 
always be room ; that room is fast filling up, and 
very soon it will all be occupied. The door of the 
ark is open to-day, but it may soon be shut. You 
know that, very long ago, there was once a great 
flood of water came over the earth, so that almost 
all the people in the world were drowned. At that 
iinid^ men were very wicked, and very profane ; and 
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Gkxl told them that, if they did not repent and turn 
unto Him, He would destroy them ; but they would 
not believe God. They became still more wicked, 
and more profane, till, as I said, there came a ter- 
rible flood, and swept them suddenly away. Now, 
you remember there was one man who believed 
Ood, and was afraid of the flood. His name was 
Noah. Gk)d told him to build a very large vessel 
or ship, which is called the ark. So Noah set 
himself to prepare the ark, and it took him a great 
many years to finish it ; and all the time he was tell- 
ing the people about the awful flood that was com- 
ing; but they only laughed at him, and thought him 
a foolish old man to put himself to so much trouble 
about a thing he had never seen. I dare say, they 
would often come to him and say, "Well, where is 
the flood you talk of? The sky is as clear as ever; 
the sun is rising and setting as usual — everything 
is looking well; where, where is this great flood]" 
Wait a little," Noah might have said, " the ark is 
not yet finished: all things are not yet ready; but 
be sure the deluge is coming, and that very shortly.*' 
Well, at length the ark is finished, and God says 
to Noah, come thou and all thy family into it; and 
when they had done so, God shut them in. Then» 
perhaps, the wicked people would mock them, 
thinking they had gone to bury themselves in a 
prison; and^ veiy likely, wagging their heads^ 

I2 
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would say, "they are mad, they are mad." But 
my young friends, where would you have wished 
to have been on that fearful day? in the ark, along 
with Noah and his sons, or outside the ark, among 
scoffing and ungodly men? Listen for a moment, 
and do you not hear the sound as of mighty 
thunder, and the rushing as of a great tempest ] and 
look now — the faces of the very men who scoffed 
loudest before turn pale with fear : already the 
heavens are black with clouds, and the earth seems 
shaking under them, and while they ai*e wondering 
what is going to happen, lo ! the flood comes and 
sweeps them all away. Then there is no more 
scoffing at Noah ; but the boldest of all are forced 
to say— oh ! that we could now find room beside 
him in the ark ; but, alas, it is too late I We would 
not enter while the door was open, and now that 
"door is shut, and no man can open it again.'" 

Now, my dear young friends, you know there is 
another flood coming upon the world, far more ter- 
rible than the first ; for it is not a flood of water, 
but a deluge of devouring fire. But you know also 
that there is an ark provided, into which you may 
run and be safe ; and God sends this address to 
you, on purpose to tell you to flee to this ark 
quickly, and to remain outside no longer, lest tlie 
door should suddenly be shut, and you shut out 
£oT ever. This precious ark, you all know, is Josua 
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Christ ; and do you not hear a voice crying to you 
all, "flee, oh, flee, from the wrath to come !" and 
enter into the true ark before the door is shut, and 
the flood comes 1 Once more, then, I repeat, "yet 
there is room" — room in Clirist and room in 
Heaven ; but how long there will be room I dare 
not say. Oh ! then, 

" Obey the gospel call, 

And enter while you may; 
The flock of Christ is always small, 
And none are safe but they." 



A VOICE FROM THE GBAVE:^ 

BEINO AN ADDRESS TO THE TOUNO. 



Acts xi 26. ^*A whole year.** 

Mt young friends, the text I have chosen for this 
evening is a very short one and will be easily re- 
membered. You have perhaps seldom heard a 
sermon ])reached from a shorter; yet short as it ia, 
it is a very solemn and important text, and I think 

* The following Address to children was delivered hy thb 
lamented Author, on the first Sabbath of the year, to the young 
I^eople attending the Sabbath schools connected with his own 
congregation. It was repeated in a neighbouring church the 
second Sabbath previous to his death, and was the last dis- 
courHe he ever preached. This fact gives a melancholy interest 
to some of its statements,~as if he had almost a presentiment 
(d his own nearness to eternity. It was of course very hastily 
prepared, and in its present shape, would undoubtedly never 
have been allowed by him to meet the public eye. It is only 
published at the urgent solicitude of many who heard it, and 
in the belief that even in its imperfect state, it will be very 
acceptable to the young people of his flock, in whose spiritual 
welfare he felt so deep an interest while he lived, and to whom 
in this discourse he still speaks from the grave. — Duade$, 
f, 1862. 
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peculiarly suitable for this the first Sabbatli of 
another year. Some of you will probably remem- 
ber that on the first Sabbath of the year that is 
gone I preached to you from these words, " The 
grave whither thou goest." To me it seems but 
as yesterday since I preached to you that sermon, 
yet how many changes have taken place since then? 
Some who were present that evening have gone 
down to the grave and their place amongst us 
knows them no more. We who are here assem- 
bled are fast following them to the " house 
appointed for all living." None in this church 
can tell how near they may be to the grave; for 
at any moment there is but a step between us and 
death. This one thing however we all know, that 
since we met on the first Sabbath of the departed 
year we are all of us "a whole year" nearer the 
judgment-seat of Christ, and, need I add, "a whole 
year" nearer either heaven or helL Keeping these 
solemn facts in mind, we cannot be better employed 
this evening than in asking ourselves what lessons 
they are fitted to teach. I speak not only to the 
Sabbath Scholars, but to all within these walls ; 
and whatever be their age or condition in the world, 
whether they be "young men or maidens, old men 
or children," I think it may be good for tliem to 
remember the solemn fact that another "whole 
year " has passed for ever away; that a whole year 
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lias been subtracted from the winged moments of 
time; that tliej are a "whole year*' nearer death 
and eternity. 

Now, my young friends, if you look at the yers^ 
in the middle of which my text stands, you will 
see that a year was thought a long time for the 
Apostle Paul to remain preaching the gospel in 
one city. He and Barnabas, it is said, came to a 
city called Antioch, and continued there a "whole 
year," preaching Christ to the people. As Edin- 
burgh is the capital of Scotland, and London the 
capital of England, so this Antioch was the capital 
of S3rria. It was a large and flourishing city; and 
there is one thing especially which makes it to us 
a very interesting city; it was there, you remem- 
ber, that the followers of Jesus were first called 
Christians. They used to be called believers or 
disciples, and their enemies called them Nazarenea. 
But in Antioch they were first called Christiana 
Does not that one circumstance make you feel an 
interest in this city of Antioch 1 Well, the Apostle 
Paul felt an interest in it too, and remained longer in it 
than he did in most of the cities which he visited, 
except in Ephesus, where he preached for nearly 
three yagrs, and Corinth, where he remained about 
two, and Rome, where he dwelt "two years in his 
own hired house;'' except in these three important 
aitiea, 1 do not know that Paul preached so long . 
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ftny where else as he did at Antioch. At all events, 
he was thought to have remained longer there than 
he was accustomed to do in other places, and so 
it is said he continued in Antioch " a whole year, 
and taught much people." Paul, you know, was 
not a fixed minister, set over a particular congrega- 
tion. He went forth to preach the gospel where 
none had preached it hefore, and seldom remained 
longer than a few weeks or months in the same 
place. like his Master before him, he did not 
refuse to preach to any congregation because it 
was small, for he preached with encouraging suc- 
cess to a few women at a prayer meeting by a river's 
side, and to the Philippian jailor in the prison. 
But while he delighted to tell of a Saviour's grace 
and love, though he had only one sinner to hear 
him, he was better pleased still to preach Christ 
to a multitude. As a fisherman likes well to letf 
down his net into the sea, where there are shoalfe 
of fish, so Paul, who was "a fisher of men," loved 
to cast the gospel net among a multitude of people. 
It was partly this feeling that led him to visit so 
many cities, and that brought him to Antioch 
He knew also that if the gospel got a footing in 
the towns it would be likely to spread to the 
country round about. And that, if in such a city 
as Antioch, Christ was fully preached and believed 
on, the people in the scattered villages and in the 
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country round about would soon bear tbe news, and 
become acquainted witb tbe "joyful sound." Tbis, 
moreover, was probably one reason wby Paul 
remained longer tban usual in tbis influential city. 
It was tbe capital of tbe country, and expected to 
take tbe lead in any important movement Hence 
Paul continued tbere a "w?iole year, and taugbt 
luucb people." 

Tou see, tben, tbat a year was tbougbt a long 
time for tbe people of Antiocb to bave tbe gospel 
preacbed to tbem. Ab! we are ready to tbink 
tbat a year is a very little wbile. Wben it is past 
it seems almost bke a dream or as a sleep wben one 
awaketb, yet, sbort as it looks, "a whole year" is 
a long time if you consider bow sbort your life is 
altogetber. It is a long time to ei^joy as a season 
of grace — a long time to keep Cbrist standing and 
knocking at a sbut door — a long time to give an 
account of to God. And tben, it is a solemn tbing 
to be a " wbole year " nearer eternity. 

My dear young friends, let me try and shew 
you: — 

I. That a ^^wkole year" is a long time if you eon- 
nder how short and uncertain your life is. You 
would tbink an bundred and tbirty years a long 
time to Uve. You never saw a man so old as that 
It was Jacob's age wben be stood before PbaroaL 
T/ie Jang, ;9truck witb tbe old man's appearance^ 
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tasked him, '* how old ai*t thou 1" and Jacob replied, 
" the days of the years of my pilgrimage are an 
hundred and thirty years, few and evil have the 
days of my life been." Looking forward you 
would think a hundred years would be long in 
passing away, but Jacob, looking back, did not 
think so, they seemed few as well as eviL The 
truth is, seasons are long or short very much as 
we compare them. The difference between a 
longer or a shorter life may forcibly strike us at 
the time, when one is consigned to an early grave, 
and another is spared for a long series of years, but 
the difference disappears at once in the presence 
of eternity. There seems to us at present much 
difference between the duration of a flower that 
lives not half a summer, and blooms but for a 
single day, and the oak of the forest, that has 
stood for a hundred years, and still bursts out into 
fresh and beautiful foliage every returning spring ; 
much difference between the ephemeral fly, an in- 
sect that lives only for a day, and other creatures 
that live for a century, much difference too between 
the life of a babe which is laid in an infant's grave, 
and the old man who dies under the inflimities of 
years. But then, this difference is all gone in the 
presence of eternity. What does it si^iify to 
saints in glory or to sinners in hell, that one died 
at five, and others at ten or twenty ? That diffet- 
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ence is all lost in the vast and nnineaenTed eternity 
that lies before. In any event, it may be said, the 
^ays of our pilgrimage are few. That was Job's 
estimate of life, when he said, ''my days are 
swifter than a weaver^s shuttle.!' You have seen 
a weaver at his loom. Your eye cannot follow the 
shuttle as it darts from one side of the web to the 
other; yet such is life, that flits past unobserved 
as a weaver's shuttle. Again, he says, ''my days 
are passed away like the SMrift ships." You may 
have seen a ship leaving the harbour with the wind 
filling the sails. How it flies before the wind ! A 
little while ago, you could distinguish the sailors, 
and see them busy among the ropes and sails. Now 
you cannot see them. Now the large ship becomes 
a little speck on the surface of the ocean. And 
now, as you gaze upon it from the shore, it is out 
of view on the wide world of waters. You have 
seen the grass growing beautifully green when the 
mower came with a scythe and cut it down and it 
withered away; and "all flesh is as grass." You 
have stood by a wood in autumn and seen the 
]< aves come rustling down, and so we "all fade like a 
leaf " You have stood on the hill side on a summer 
morning, and seen the mist flying over the moun- 
tain's brow, and "what is your life but a vapour 
that passeth away?" But my young friends, the 
^b^ris and roaUti(» of life teach us the same solem- 
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nizing tnitk It is calculated that half of the 
human race die under the age of twelve. You 
have seen, I dare say, a little cofi^ much less 
than would be required for any of you. Only two 
days ago I was in the churchyard at the funeral 
of one who was old, but I saw several very short 
graves, and the recently broken earth showed they 
were but lately filled. You remember some of your 
little companions, who a little while ago laughed 
and played along with you, who are now filling 
these graves. And when you think how uncertain 
life is, does not a "whole year" seem a large and 
important part of it? Hezekiah was once promiseji 
fifteen years, but you are not promised one. At 
the beginning of last year God said to you, "Boast 
not of to-morrow;" yet he has spared you a "whole 
year.** But very likely not many more remain. 

"A few more years shall roll, 
A few more seasons come, 
And we shall he with those that rest, 
Asleep within the tomb." 

II. A whole year is a long time to have enjoyed 
as a season of grace. 

Suppose an unliappy prisoner condemned to die. 
The Queen sends a messenger to ofier him a free 
pardon. Would you not think it strange were 
that man to refuse to accept it) Were the offer 
repeated day after day for "a whole year," whether 
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would you wonder most at the folly of the unfor- 
tunate prisoner, or at the kindness of the sovereign 
in continuing to press upon him such a precious 
boon? Now, what is the gospel? It is an oflfer 
of pardon through the blood of Christ to guilty 
and condemned sinners. "A whole year" is a long 
time to have such an offer made to us. The devils 
in hell never had such a season of grace, for Jesus 
did not shed one drop of his precious blood for 
them. Many of the human race never heard of 
salvation by the cross of Christ. Bom and bred 
in some heathen land, where the very tales of the 
nursery axe the legends and stories of heathen 
divinities, they have sucked in superstition and 
idolatry with their mother's milk, and have been 
worshipping devils instead of God. But it is 
happily different with you. It is well, however, 
this evening to remember that " a whole year" of 
gospel privilege has passed away. Jonah preached 
in Nineveh three days^ and the guilty inhabit- 
ants of that large and pojmlous city got forty 
days to repent. Sychar had Jesus two days 
preaching in it the word of the kingdom. But 
you have had Christ "a whole year" plead- 
ing with you and beseeching you to be recon- 
ciled unto God. Surely you have had a precious 
season of grace, a day of salvation, a golden 
opportunity, that might have been blessed to 
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the saving of your souls. You have sat under 
a gospel ministry. You have heard many a 
lesson in the Sabbath school about the wav of 
life. Many a sermon has pointed you to 
the City of Eefuge. Many a providence has 
knocked at your door. For these filly-two 
Sabbaths the Lord has been present to heal in 
the ordinances of his grace. My young friends, 
you don't know that you will erver have mch 
another season. Yours is a precious spring 
time, when seed sown in faith and prayer will cer- 
tainly secure a blessing. It is the time when the 
character is in a great measure formed. " Habits 
which are now with you like threads of silk, will, 
if suffered to go on, become like bands of iron." 
None are in a happier condition than you, and none 
have stronger motives and encouragements to seek 
Christ and his grace. Oh ! what a blessing to be 
in Christ in early life; it will save you many a 
bitter pang, and free you from a weight of actual 
transgression that lies heavily on the conscience of 
other men. 

^A few more Sabbaths here 

Shall cheer us on our way; 
And we shall reach the endless rest, 
The eternal Sabbath day." 

III. "i4 whole yeay'^ is a long time for any. 
of you to have kept Christ standing and knocki/iq 
at a shut door. 
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Suppose the master of a house away from home 
on business ; he returns late in the evening and 
finds the door closed ; he knocks but nobody rises 
to let him in, he stands knocking all night ex- 
posed to the rain and the cold, till he can say, "my 
head is filled with dew, and my locks with the 
drops of the night." Would you not think that 
a long time for a man to be kept knocking at the 
door of his own house ? Ah I I fear many of you 
have kept Jesus far longer than this knocking at 
the door of your hearts. He has not knocked once 
or twice, and then gone away, as one who did not 
care whether you opened or not. He began to 
knock at your door in early life, by a fiEither^s 
counsel or a mother^s prayers, as soon as yoa 
could distinguish between good and evil And 
now, for a " whole year," many of you have reiiised 
to let him in. But, you may ask, how does he 
knock at my door ? He does it by the warning 
and reproofs of your man conscience. Did yon 
never feel something in your own breast telling 
you it was wrong te sin against God, and checking 
you for doing something you ought not? I>id 
you never find that you wore unhappy when you 
tried to deceive your teachers or parents, or when 
you profaned God's holy day ? Had you never the 
conviction strongly impressed on your mind, that 
^yv?ii ought to /ovetho Saviour, and give your young 
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heart to him 1 Now, whal is all this, but just the 
Lord knocking loudly within your own bosom, and 
calling upon you to hear and live 1 He knocks by 
the rod of his Providence, The trials and crosses 
of your earthly lot, the disappointments and vex- 
ations of life, the personal afflictions or family 
bereavements to which you are daily exposed, are 
loud calls to consider the vanity of all earthly 
things, and to look for your home beyond the 
grave. Perhaps in your dreams by night, or the 
airy castles which you build by day, you imagine 
you see in the distance before you many bright 
days of happiness and health. You think of 
the time when you will be men and women, and 
you are full of hope in the anticipation of life and 
pleasure. But what if these dreams should turn 
out not to be real 1 When some of the trees of a 
plantation are to be cut down, the forester puts a 
mark upon them, and then the hewers come with 
their axes and fell them to the ground. Now what 
if death's mark be at this moment on some of you 1 
what, if unseen by us, the axe of death is ready to 
strike down some ruddy cheeked boy or healthy 
girl 1 Yes, my young friends, death's mark is 
upon each of you, and when a companion as young 
and healthy is cut down, it is a loud knock at your 
door. There are orphan children, fatherless and 
motherless, in so far as earthly parents are con- 
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cemed. There are children who have seen a little 
brother or sister carried to the grave. And there 
are children whose head has ached with violent 
pain, teUing them that they were mortal and most 
one day die. Now what is all this but the Lord's 
voice, who stands knocking at your door; and 
surely '^ a whole year*' is a long time to have kept 
him knocking, without opening to him the door 
of your heart. Jesus knocks by his Word, 
Every sermon you hear, every text you learn at 
the Sabbath school, and every chapter or verse 
you read, is another and another knock at your 
door. It sometimes happens that the truth heard 
on the first day of the week, or the hymn learned 
at the Sabbath school, which seemed at the time 
like " water spilt on the ground," has sprung up 
in the heart of the sailor when tossed on the 
stormy deep, and in the breast of the soldier in 
the field of battle. In the wide solitude of some 
distant colony, or in the gloomy cell of the prison, 
the word of life, heard in the days of youth, some- 
times comes to mind and teUs the captive how he 
may obtain a noble freedom. When the mind, 
subdue<l and tamed by afTliction, recaU those 
golden opportunities that seem to be lost, the heart 
swells, the eye fills, and the tear falls, as the text 
or the chapter, or the sermon heard in former 
j^esTs, oomea hack to the memory, telling of mercy 
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yet in store, and leading the wounded and bleed- 
ing soul to the Balm in Gilead and the Physician 
there. Yet, my young friends, you cannot tell 
whether another day of grace will be yours, or 
whether the precious word of God you have heard 
for "a whole year'' will be heard again. Your 
pulse and mine, which is the clock of our life, will 
soon beat its last. 

** My pulse is the clock of my life, 

It shows how my moments are flying, 

It marks the departure of time, 

And it tells me how fast I am dying." 

Once more, — ^The Lord knocks by Ms Spirit 
And those who, instead of holding when He draws 
and resisting when he strives, hear these knocks 
and calls, are sure to find it " a day of salvation." 
When the Spirit of God moved on the mass of 
human minds on the day of Pentecost, it was 
in a peculiar sense an " accepted time and a day 
of salvation." Three thousand improved it, so 
that they " tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and tasted of 
the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come." But he was also striving with 
others at that solemn time, who resisted his en- 
lightening, convincing, and sanctifying work, and 
so suflfered a precious day of salvation to pass away^ 
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while they were nnsaved and unhlessed. Bat 
such a seaaon allowed to slip, is not likely to be 
followed by another equally fiavourable. Convic- 
tions produced in the mind, either by the exercise 
of conscience, or by the natural influence of the 
Word of God, or by the direct agency of the Holy 
Spirit applying the truth, will either prove a bless- 
ing or a curse. They will either subdue the soul, 
or leave it harder and more unlikely to be ever 
again seriously impressed. Such convictions are 
only got rid of by doing violence to conscience 
and despite to the Spirit of grace. You have seen 
a man knocking at a door but no one opens. He 
gives a loaf knock and then goes away. So the 
Lord gives his last knock at the sinner's door. 
When T)y his Spirit he is striving to enlighten and 
warn your young and thoughtless heart, he is 
" putting in his hand to open the door." But if 
the Spirit is quenched and grieved when he 
secretly stirs and works in the mind ; if in short 
he is resisted, till he is provoked finally to depart, 
then must you be delivered up to a hard heart and 
a reprobate mind. You will have lost an accepted 
time, and a precious day of grace. Ah 1 my young 
friends, when you think of " a whole year," fled 
/br ever away, beware of any long(».r stifling con- 
victiona, or grieving the Spitit oi \iTVjl\Xi, 
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IV. ".4 tchole year,^ is a long time to give 
account of to God. 



* * * 



(This part is wanting,) 



V. It is a solemn thing to he " a whole year^* 
nearer eternity. 

When one is upon a journey, every milestone 
he passes on the road, brings him a mile nearer 
the place to which he is travelling ; so every year 
as it passes, brings us "a whole year'* nearer 
eternity. Some one here must be first away. 
Perhaps it may be one of the boys in that pew, or 
one of the girk in this one. Very possibly I my- 
seK may be the first. One day a minister was 
preaching about the neamesg of death. Suddenly 
he paused, and then as if pointing to some one, 
said, " thou young man that mockest at death — 
thou goest to the grave. The spade may be 
made that is to dig it ; the cloth that is to be thy 
winding-sheet may be already woven, and that clock 
(pointing to one before him in the church,) may 
be counting out the few remaining hours thou art 
still to live." So, my young friends, it is now with 
you. 

" Look mother I look," said a little boy to his 
mother, at a time when cholera wa& ^As^.^'svwi^ ^Sas?^- 
sands in a certain town •, *' \ook.\ ^(^x'5tfe^&'<>s^!^"'^^^5^^ 
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carriage again." His mother looked and saw a 
hearse and a funeral procession passing by. But, 
when will that black carriage stop at our door t 
none of us can tell how soon ; only the time is " a 
whole year" nearer than when the past year began. 
And is not this a solemn thought? Ypt, dear 
children, I would not speak to you about the 
grave at all, if I could not speak to you a word of 
comfort in such a prospect. There is one grave 
the sight of which may m^ke the thought of yours 
less terrible. What grave is thati It is the 
grave of Jesus. You know He died for sinners. 
But He is not now in the tomb. " He is risen, as 
He said." His grave is empty. Come, see where 
the Lord lay, and learn that if you believe on him, 
and love him, you shall rise too and live with him 
in heaven for ever. Ah ! this makes death easy 
to a child of Gk>d ; this strews, as with roses, the 
cold and silent grave. One day a mother went 
into a churchyard, and sat down by a grave where 
a child she had loved was buried As she sat 
there and wept, a butterfly rose from a wild flower, 
and kept fluttering about over the grave. That 
butterfly was a little before shut up in its shell, 
as motionless and still as the babe in its coffin be- 
neath the turf. But now it has got these beau- 
tiful wings and flutters in the sunbeams, full of life 
and joy, 80, thought she, my chOd shall come. 
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forth from that little grave. It shall one day 
burst its shell and come forth in immortal life, 
clothed with celestial beauty, and animated with 
celestial joy. The grave is indeed a long home, 
but not an eternal one. The dead shall rise again. 
And while I have said it is a solemn thought to be 
" a whole year" nearer to eternity, it may at the 
same time be a very happy and joyful thought, if 
you are " a whole year" nearer heaven and glory. 

"Go, ere the clouds of sorrow 

Steal o'er the bloom of youth ; 
Defer not till to-morrow, — 

Go now and buy the truth. 

Go, seek thy great Creator, 

Learn early to be wise, 
Go, place upon his altar 

A morning sacrifice." 



FINIS. 
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